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OUR CORE VALUES

HONESTY 

Inanda Seminary members 
should show integrity in all 
their dealings with themselves, 
with others and with God.

1 LOYALTY

Inanda Seminary members 
should be faithful in honouring 
the name, the values and the 
uniform of the school.

2 RESPECT

Inanda Seminary members 
should be tolerant of diversity, 
well-mannered and have high 
regard for others and self.

3

SELF-DISCIPLINE

Inanda Seminary members 
should have the strength of 
purpose and character to be 
self-controlled.

4 SOCIABILITY

Inanda Seminary members 
should develop and promote 
relationships with open 
channels of communication.

5 RESPONSIBILITY

Inanda Seminary members 
should be trustworthy and 
reliable.

6

“SHINE WHERE YOU ARE”
(Philippians 2:15b)

Motto:

OUR VISION

Inanda Seminary seeks to equip its 
members for higher education by 
providing strong academics and 
Christian leadership undergirded by 
its core values.

OUR MISSION

Inanda Seminary provides a 
Christian educational environment 
with an African ethos for its 
members to develop holistically 
in leadership, life skills, integrated 
technology, critical thinking, social 
development and sport.



“May this 2020-2021 Yearbook refl ect the life that abounds in this 
school - Inanda will shine today as always!”

Judy Tate 
Inanda Seminary Executive Director

insurance for our building is resolved and 
our build-back will have resumed by the 
time this yearbook is distributed. There is 
no training when new ground is broken 
and she can be proud of the manner in 
which she led the school through all of 
these uncharted waters. 

The completion of our new multipurpose 
Centre - The ISAA Centre (Inanda 
Seminary Alumnae Association) was a joy 
for all to celebrate. We are grateful for the 
contribution of the alumnae who made 
this dream (and need) of so many years, 
a reality.

It was also a signifi cant period in that two 
administration staff members completed 
their 37th year of service to the Seminary. 
Thandi Mngadi (December 1982 – 
August 2020) sadly left as she contracted 
cancer and we pray for her on-going 
healing. Erica Joubert – or MahJoubert as 
she was affectionately known (September 
1983 – December 2020) retired. These 
familiar faces of the Seminary will long 
be remembered for decades of selfl ess 
service. In addition, our bursar, Simone 
Miller, who has nearly completed 10 
years at the Seminary, is relocating to 
Johannesburg. Her honest professional 
hard-working approach to the business 
of the school is to be commemorated 
and applauded.

This is my fi nal Yearbook report as 
Executive Director of Inanda Seminary. I 
have completed 19 years at the helm and it 
has been an honour and a privilege. Inanda 
Seminary is bigger than any individual who 
graces these pages and I know with the 
favour of our beloved Lord, the seminary 
will shine for centuries into the future. I 
thank everyone who made my tenure here 
possible. I am signifi cantly different to the 
person who was appointed in 2002 and for 
that I am immeasurably grateful.

2020 and 2021 have probably been two of the most signifi cant years in the lives of 
many people. They will be remembered for many things – COVID19, lock-downs, 
vaccines, masks, sanitisers, waves of trauma, illness and tragedy, falling interest rates, 
unemployment, shifting priorities, and then…opportunities. Opportunities to recalibrate, 
do familiar things differently and try new things, online-learning, digital orientation, 
virtual meetings, entrepreneurship, unlocking unused abilities, allowing ourselves to 
think and grow creatively and more. Real opportunity arose for Inanda Seminary to rise 
up with our strong academic prowess, our hope in the face of despair and our strong 
relationships with all stakeholders, thus enabling us to overcome challenges. The whole 
Inanda Seminary community worked collaboratively to develop new systems and 
routines, to take and make opportunities and to fi nish both years stronger. 

What follows in this Yearbook is a combination of both years - a precis of the 
development and learning of the Matric Class of 2020 and how the year, despite not 
being what they had imagined, turned into a triumphant celebration, and a fuller report 
on 2021. It is about how the staff and members made disparities smaller, unlocked 
resources within themselves, and led by the example of leadership in the midst of 
disappointment. They showed how to Step-up and Step-out and Shine (Theme 2020) 
and Do something today that your future self will thank you for (Theme 2021). Our 
2020 theme showed our community what this looked like under all circumstances, and 
our 2021 theme made us refl ect on what really is important. The evidence of real relevant 
changes in education was visible and palpable in our own space. 

The campus was different with on-going sanitising and social distancing and masks being 
the order of the day. The commitment and passion for our school was evident in all who 
studied and worked here. This record will never pay enough tribute to those who not only 
held it together but inspired others to be the very best versions of themselves. Special 
mention must be made of Principal Thembi Ndlovu who seven months into her fi rst 
year as principal had the lockdown of the school and a year of COVID-19 protocols to 
manage. Then as if that was not suffi cient, a year later she had the unfortunate electrical 
fi re that swept through our beloved chapel and chapel hall. We are grateful that the 
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We started 2020 with excitement and 
enthusiastically put plans in place for the 
year ahead. However, before we had 
even completed our term 1 assessments, 
things changed drastically as the whole 
country went into lockdown. As we rode 
the turbulent waves of COVID-19 we were 
pushed out of our comfort zone into the 
territory of uncertainty. It is with pride and 
gratitude that I can report that together 
we were able to navigate our way through 
the challenges presented by COVID-19. 
It has not been easy for us but we drew 
strength and forged ahead by maintaining 
perspective, staying connected with 
all stakeholders and exercising good 
judgement in everything we did. This 
enabled us to leverage the opportunities 
that presented themselves to us and we 
thrived in the midst of the pandemic to 
become victors and not victims of this 
situation. However, it is with sadness 
that we mark the passing of two of our 
academic staff: Mrs Naidoo, our English 
teacher and Ms Conco, Head of isiZulu, 
who succumbed to this pandemic. May 
their souls rest in eternal peace.

The multi-faceted challenges of 
COVID-19 tested us and we drew on 
the collective strength of our Inanda 
Seminary culture and ethos to sustain us. 
Vulnerability enabled us not to lose sight 
of ourselves because of the challenges 
and demands that we faced. Pushing 
towards authenticity and keeping our 
values intact enabled us to fi nd comfort 
in moments of extreme discomfort. 
Our focus on socio-emotional learning 
enabled our students to cope better with 
the demands of online and face-to-face 
learning. We have transformed our ways 
of doing things and the new normal has 
geared us up to meet the technological 
and digital realities of the future world of 
work and life for our students.

We started 2021 with a clear vision of 
what we wanted to achieve and instituted 
strategies to ensure that nothing would 
stop us from doing great things the 
Inanda way. The staff took ownership of 
their classrooms and their professional 
development through self-directed 
learning and whilst the pandemic pushed 
them out of their comfort zone, they 
were magnifi cent in responding to the 
challenges. Whilst digital teaching 
and learning became the core focus of 
our engagement with students through 
project-based learning, the pedagogic 
underpinning of our curriculum remained 
fi rmly in place.

This year the Wits UniversityTargeted 
Talent Programme was resuscitated 
by the University and 10 of our grade 
10 students are currently participating 
in this programme. The programme 
targets students excelling in maths and 
science. They are currently attending their 
extension classes virtually. AP maths 
has also been reintroduced and four 
students in grade 10 and 1 student in 
grade 11 enrolled this year. We foresee 
an increase in enrollment next year. 
Our debating teams have excelled 
this year in both the local league and in 
provincial competitions - and, all of this 
done online. It has been a rich learning 
experience for these teams.

In May this year we lost our Chapel and 
Chapel Hall to a fi re. We are grateful 
that none of our students and staff were 
physically harmed in any way. We are in 
the process of working with our insurers 
and the Amafa architects to have both 
these facilities rebuilt. Unfortunately, this 
has been a very frustrating process but, 
at the same time, we are grateful to our 
“old girls” for their initiatives in securing 
an altar, lanterns and other chapel 
furnishings.

We bid farewell to our Executive Director 
Mrs Judy Tate, who is retiring after 19 
years of distinguished service to our 
school - as the principal for 15 years and 
the Executive Director for 4 years. We 
thank her for her commitment, dedication 
and faithfulness to the Seminary. She 
has displayed true servant leadership. 
We pray she will enjoy her well-deserved 
streamlined future. 

We also bid farewell to our bursar, 
Mrs Simone Miller who has served the 
school for 9½ years. We wish her well as 
she relocates to Gauteng.

Ms Phumeza Zwezwe, our maths and 
natural sciences teacher who joined us 
in 2019, joins the Durban Girls College 
family. Ms Thandeka Mkhize, who has 
been with us for 3 years, is marrying and 
relocating to Cape Town to be with her 
husband. We wish her all the best in her 
new journey.

We thank all of them all for their 
contributions to the social and academic 
welfare of our students and wish them 
well as they leave Inanda Seminary.

I would like to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to the Board of Governors, 
the alumnae (ISAA), our Executive 
Director, staff, parents and students 
for the support and encouragement I 
have received as we navigated together 
through the uncharted waters of the 
turbulent previous two years.

We are eternally grateful for God’s grace 
upon us to help us fi nancially through 
these challenging times and that we were 
able to end the two challenging school 
years being able to meet all our academic 
and fi nancial commitments.
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Our school has survived 152 years and we continue to follow in the 
footsteps of our illustrious forebears.

Thembi Ndlovu
Principal

Principal’s Report
2020-2021

Matric Dance 2020 
Our Matric Dance function went 
very well. It took place on Friday, 14 
February 2020 in our Chapel Hall. 
Our girls looked stunning in their 
evening dresses. Following speeches 
by members reminiscing about their 
time at school, they danced the 
night away. It was an evening to be 
remembered.

Valentines Dinner 

The dinner, held on 22 February 

2020, at the dining hall was 

an enjoyable experience. 

The members provided the 

entertainment and their stage 

performances were enjoyed by 

all present. The special meal 

served was greatly enjoyed by 

members.

School birthday 
We held our school birthday celebration on Saturday, 29 February 2020. The celebrations started at the chapel with a formal service and members were served tea and cake at the dining hall.

Christmas Dinner 

The dinner which is the highlight 

of the year for students was 

different because COVID-19 

regulations meant that they 

could not enjoy eating together 

as a community. However, they 

enjoyed the meals provided.

School reopening after lockdown 

Our matric girls led the way as we 

opened for term 2. They were followed 

a week later by the grade 11s, the 

grade 10s, and fi nally the grades 9s 

and 8s. Each grade received intensive 

orientation in respect of compliance 

with the school’s COVID-19 protocols 

- all COVID-19 Boarding Department 

changes and new expectations were 

explained to members. All orientation 

sessions were well received by members.

Re-organising for the
Covid-19 Lockdown
Our First term had to be shortened 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Members went home a week before the offi cial term ended. Thereafter, 
our cleaning team went into action 
and started with deep cleaning the 
hostels and the entire school.

Staffi  ng 
We hired two additional staff members 
in order to assist with the cleaning of the 
additional living space. We positioned 
one of them as the quarantine matron 
and the other was responsible for 
sanitisation. The latter’s duties included 
sanitising the hostels every evening 
including the sanitising of taps, basins, 
showers, toilet seats, switches, and all 
door and cupboard handles.

Boarding Staff 

Staff members’ duties had to be 

reorganised to accommodate the new 

roles and functions as required by 

Covid-19 regulations. The cleaning 

team was stretched beyond their 

usual duties to ensure compliance 

with our school’s protocols.

Dining Hall 
Our dining hall process and procedures also changed. To maintain COVID protocols, we could only cater for one grade at a time. Members’ seating arrangements were adjusted to seat four per table per meal and they were not allowed to move from one table to another. 
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The Chapel and the Chapel Hall had to be converted 
to hostels in order to maintain the required social 
distancing regulations in the dormitories. Members 
residing in their new spaces were very happy 
and enjoyed their new hostels. After the fi re in the 
Chapel Hall, students were accommodated fi rst in 
Stanwood, and then in the traditional dormitories.

Boarding Department



Chaplain’s Report 
2020-2021

The chapel has for many years been described as the ‘heart of our 
school’; a place where we have gathered each morning, to hear 
God’s Word and sing praises together. It was the place where the 
ethos of Inanda Seminary was instilled within all of us, where creativity 
blossomed, confidence grew, and challenges were made; through the 
various dances, presentations and assemblies.

2021 Confirmation Class.

2020 Confirmation Confirmands.

2020 Confirmation Class.

2021 Confirmation Confirmands.
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But with COVID-19 the chapel was transformed into a dormitory 
to enable members to socially distance themselves in their living 
spaces. And we have began to live out the truth that God’s 
church is not a building but is God’s people, in a very tangible 
way. As 1 Corinthians 3:16 says, ‘Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your 
midst?’

Like so much else during the pandemic, ‘chapel’ moved online. 
During the initial hard lockdown, daily devotions were sent out 
via Whatsapp, and once we returned to school we gathered 
in our home classes, to start our days off by sharing in prayer, 
worship and a message. Although it was not quite the same as 
being in our beautiful chapel, with its stained glass windows and 
the sound of more than four hundred members and staff lifting 
their voices to God, it did bring a sense of rhythm and routine to 
our days. As the restrictions eased, chapel assemblies were also 
held for each grade on the netball courts.

When we started 2021, we were still in the midst of a COVID-19 
wave, and so the year started as the previous year had ended 
- with chapel online and in the classrooms. But in the second 
term with the low infection rate and restrictions eased, ‘chapel’ 
returned to the Chapel. Grade by grade, we began to gather 
together again.

That was until 27 May 2021, at 7:17am, when a fire broke 
out in the Chapel and it was completely engulfed. It was only 
the bricks and structures of the Chapel and Chapel Hall that 
remained. The wooden rafters, beams, roof and furniture were 
gutted entirely. While the fire was contained and did not affect 
any other buildings, its cause is still unknown. Thankfully,  
no persons were injured in any way. 

We are grateful to God for both his protection, and that plans are 
in place to see it rebuilt in the coming year!

Over the past two years we have continued focusing on themes, 
term by term. During the first term of 2020, before lockdown, 
while we were still able to fill the pews without masks or social 
distancing, we engaged with the theme Love Does. We looked 
at three books, Love Does by Bob Goff, The Four Loves by 
C.S. Lewis, and The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman. 
We focused on the latter, exploring the ‘love languages’ of acts 
of service, words of affirmation, giving gifts, quality time, and 
physical touch.

Chapel on the Lucy Lindley Lawn.

2020 The netball courts were the venue for outdoor chapel.

2020 Each grade had a chance to have an outdoor chapel service.
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We then moved online, and over the next three terms we looked 
the following three themes. Dream Small. This theme focused 
on how small changes in our lives and small steps of faith, could 
have a huge impact. Zechariah 4:10 says, ‘Do not despise the 
day of small beginnings…’ 

Minor Prophets, Major Truths. The minor prophets at the end 
of the Old Testament are a portion of Scripture which is often 
neglected in our reading and preaching, and yet they have really 
powerful teachings. We explored how these pearls of wisdom 
could be applied to our lives. Finally, we explored Living Water 
in the Bible. During this short term we delved into a number 
of different topics, from how Jesus used this idea to describe 
himself and what that means for us, to baptism, as well as to 
the living water inside of us (health) and the world  
(environmental justice). 

In 2021 we followed just three themes. Characters with 
Character, which explored different individuals in the Bible and 
of faith, whose lives teach us how to be more Christlike. God-
breathed looked at how we have God’s creative-creating spirit 
within us, and how we can live that out in so many areas of our 
lives. And finally, Joseph in Genesis, where we followed the 
Scriptures describing the life of this faithful man in detail. 

Confirmation has continued throughout the pandemic. In 2020 
there were nineteen Matric members who attended Confirmation 
classes, ten of whom attended for spiritual growth. The other 
nine were confirmed in a beautiful service, on the last Sunday of 
the year. It was so moving to all be together in the chapel after 
not having been there for most of the year, for this final service. 

In 2021 we had confirmation in the Chapel Hall as one of the 
first services in the building for the year, just a few weeks before 
the chapel was burnt. This year there were ten who attended the 
classes, with six of them being confirmed. It is always a powerful 
witness as the confirmands stand and profess their commitment 
to be faithful followers of Christ.

Reflecting back on 2020 and 2021, we can do nothing but thank 
God for His faithfulness to us as a school. We can be grateful 
for the strength and wisdom that He has given our current 
leadership, and the resilience and hope that He has instilled 
within the whole school community which allowed these years 
to be the success that they were, despite the incredibly difficult 
circumstances. 

While looking ahead to 2022 and all that it will hold, we are 
under no illusion that it is going to be easier, but after the years 
that we have had, we have an ever greater assurance of God’s 
promise that he will never leave us, nor forsake us. And it is to 
that promise we will cling.

Rev. Alice Fabian-Williams
Chaplain
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Staff News 
2020

WELCOME TO...

• Khanyisani Mnguni and Thami Vezi who joined the 
Department of Mathematics.

• Hazel Ntuli joined the Finance Department as the Finance 
Debtors Secretary.

FAREWELL TO…

• Nomcebo Dladla, a geography teacher, who joined 
Khanyisa Inanda Community Projects (KICP), to take up a 
Project Manager’s position..

• Cecilia du Plessis, an accounting teacher, who went on 
retirement.

• Thembi Dlamini, a member of the school’s Finance 
Department, resigned her position.

• Thandi Mngadi, our Finance Debtors Secretary, retired after 
thirty seven years of sterling service to the school.

CELEBRATIONS

• Admin manager, Sane Khowa, was blessed with a baby 
boy, Ndalwenhle.

OBITUARY

Yasmin Naidoo
Our English teacher, was called to higher 
service

It is with great sadness that we learned the news that Yasmin Naidoo had been called 
to higher service. Mah Naidoo had been teaching remotely from the start of lockdown, 
but she had been a member of our community for the past 10 years. Not only did she 
teach English, but she was a regular preacher during chapel services, she arranged our 
staff celebrations, and organised cupcakes for cancer in our school.

Mah Naidoo will be remembered with great fondness, as a kind and thoughtful person, 
with a steadfast faith. Although we will miss her as a colleague and a friend, we rejoice 
that she has gone to be with her Lord and Saviour.

WELCOME TO...

• Mmabatho Nthutang, a teacher intern at the Seminary, 
joined the Department of Science as a Geography teacher. 

• Swelihle Magubane who oined the isiZulu Department.
• Philisiwe Mthimkhulu, a former student of the Seminary, 

joined the Department of English.
• Thobile Mkhwanazi joined the school’s Admin team as 

school secretary.
• Phumuzile Soni was appointed as an Assistant in the Media 

Centre and the school’s Archives.
• Mfanufikile Msani joined the Admin team as a school driver.

FAREWELL TO…

• Mrs Judy Tate, currently our Executive Director, and who 
also served the school as Principal from 2003 to 2017 went 
on retirement o focus on the work of Khanyisa, the outreach 
wing of the school. 

• School secretary Erica Joubert who retired after thirty seven 
years of committed and outstanding service to the school.

• Simone Miller, our school bursar, who is relocating to 
Gauteng.

• Thandeka Mkhize, our Life Science teacher, who will settle 
in Cape Town following marriage.

• Mathematics teacher Phumeza Zwezwe has joined the staff 
of Durban Girls College.

CELEBRATIONS

• Sdu Msomi, our Physical Science teacher, was promoted to 
the post of Head of Department (Sciences). 

OBITUARY

Nobahle Portia 
Conco
The Head of the isiZulu Department, was 
called to rest in January 2021.

It was with great sadness that we 
experienced the passing of one of our 
precious teachers, Portia Nobahle 
Conco.

Bahle, as she was known, joined the 
academic staff at Inanda Seminary in 
2010. She was a maestro in teaching 
isiZulu First Additional Language and 
was known for frequently getting a full-
house of distinctions in matric. In 2015 
she was appointed to HOD of the isiZulu 
Department, and took the young teachers 
in her department under her wing, 
mentoring and nurturing them into the 
fine, strong teachers of today.

Bahle was a quiet, humble member of 
staff who was much loved by everyone. 
She had a radiant smile and an infectious 
laugh. All her current and former students 
were so fond of her - MahConco. 

There will be a huge gap upstairs in the 
Industrial Building where her office and 
classroom were and where she could 
always be found.

The Inanda Seminary community is the 
richer for her having lived and worked 
here for the past decade.

  
2021

Merlene Beeby received an award for achieving excellence history results 

in 2019, at the Pinetown District Awards Ceremony. 

Staff Team Building Workshop.

Staff Welcome Back After Lockdown.
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Trashion Show: Our Grade 8s created 
an online fashion show using up-cycled 
trash. This year’s collection demonstrates 
the members’ style and skill. The Trashion 
Show is part of the Global Studies 
curriculum. This project combined the  
use of technology, design and practical 
arts & crafts skills, all the while keeping 
an eye out for the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

The good with the bad: “What I  
enjoyed about lockdown learning 
was being able to concentrate on 
my work, learning to be independent 
and do things for myself. I got a lot of 
knowledge from researching online and 
also thinking outside the box. What I 
did not enjoy about lockdown learning 
was not being able to be around my 
friends and not going to chapel in the 
morning. Sometimes I was not able 
to understand the work and also the 
workload sometimes seemed too much.” 
(Thembalami Ndunga, Grade 8)

There’s not one online: Maths teacher 
Henry Marufu has found that it’s easier 
for some members to access materials at 
home when they are converted to pdf and 
are then uploaded to both WhatsApp and 
Google Classroom. He reflects: “Teaching 
online has been exciting. It has given me 
and my students an opportunity to learn 
how to adapt to the new normal. It has 
been an opportunity to learn how to do 
things differently and explore different ways 
of engaging students who are out of sight. 
The response and eagerness to learn by 
students with internet connectivity have 
been pleasing. Kudos to all parents who 
continue to be supportive of their children’s 
efforts while they engage with us.”

D-I-Y digestion: The Grade 11s were 
busy studying the digestive system in Life 
Sciences. Some of our members have 
been creative in putting together simple 
models of the digestive system from 
things that they have found at home. We 
are proud of our members for putting 
into practice our motto, as they really are 
shining where they are! 

Sweet science: Members found 
creative (and delicious) ways to learn at 
home about how the different chemical 
compounds are formed as part of 
Physical Science! Well done Mah Msomi 
on such a lovely activity for our Members!

AR - grrr: Our Grade 8 Global Studies 
classes also took a look at augmented 
reality (AR) and found some interesting 
creatures at home!

Lockdown provided an opportunity for members to engage in a different kind of learning. While the idea of 
online school can seem appealing, at Inanda we felt it was important to create active tasks in and around the 
home environment, rather than merely relying on technology to attempt to recreate the school experience. 

Here are some glimpses into a few projects and some reflections from teachers and students.

Covid at Inanda 
LOCKDOWN LEARNING

MY ONLINE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

Covid-19 brought a lot of new experiences and challenges, 
one of them being online learning. The pandemic changed the 
schooling system as we know it. As much as everybody has a 
different opinion about online learning, this is mine. 

Online learning gave us a true, 21st Century experience.  
It opened our eyes about how much we’ll rely on technology 
more and more as the future progresses. It was interesting to 
experience another way of learning, considering that I had been 
a day scholar, a boarding school student, and then a home 
scholar. I felt like a true student experiencing so many diverse 
ways of gaining knowledge. 

Inanda Seminary’s approach to online learning was quite unique 
in comparison to other schools. Instead of giving us a fixed 
schedule like other schools did, they delegated work to us, gave 
us a due date for each task, and gave us free will when it came 
to scheduling. Others may have viewed that as challenging, 
but I personally found it brilliant. It gave us the independence 
we demand as teenagers and it also taught us the skill of time 
management. It also taught us the skill of prioritizing different 
responsibilities. 

Their method of online learning did have its challenges, but I 
wouldn’t necessarily blame that on the school. My challenges 
were due to the amount of distractions I had at home. My sisters 
wanting to play with me, wanting to use my phone instead of 
doing schoolwork and the television. Some of these challenges 
can be solved with developing self-discipline, which is exactly 
what the school was trying to achieve through this method of 
teaching.

Mathematics was a particularly difficult subject to learn during 
lockdown. I find it much easier to understand the lessons when 
examples are done on the whiteboard and we figure out the 
equation together as a class along with the teacher. During 
online school, that wasn’t necessarily possible so I struggled to 
understand some concepts. 

Teachers did try their best to send explanations along with the 
tasks that we had to complete, and some teachers went the 
extra mile and stayed available to assist us even after 15:00.  
I wouldn’t mind being an online scholar even post COVID.

Salizwa Thando Makiza
Grade 9MNT

REFLECTIONS ON RETURNING TO 
SCHOOL AFTER LOCKDOWN 

As I reflect on what has undoubtedly been my most difficult year 
of teaching, I find myself evaluating what strategies helped me 
cope with the complex transition from contact teaching to online 
teaching and then to a combination of the two. In sum, the 
proactive nature of our institution’s leadership made me feel that 
I could do it.

Before schools reopened we were warmly welcomed by  
Mrs Tate in a virtual meeting where she took us through all the 
necessary preparations that had been made by all the relevant 
staff in terms of the COVID-19 protocols so that there could be a 
safe landing for both members and staff. This partially alleviated 
our fears because, although no one was really sure what we 
were dealing with, we now had concrete plans and procedures 
to follow.

When we returned to school, we found all the required systems in 
place. We were greeted at the gate by posters informing us about 
all the COVID-19 prevention measures and friendly screening staff 
ready to check us before entering. That’s when we knew that we 
were heading for a new normal. 

On our first day we had a long training session on how we were 
going to do things differently. The fact that members were going 
to join us in a week’s time gave us the space to deal with the 
situation on our own as educators so that when the members 
arrived we would be ready for them.

We were also encouraged and supported by a talk by ISAA 
member Dr Louisa Zondo through a virtual meeting. She 
encouraged us to build the mental and emotional “muscle” to 
be able to live in this age of paradox, confusion and uncertainty. 
She also urged us to widen our circle of understanding and 
compassion to those around us. She concluded her talk with 
the immortal words of Albert Einstein: “A human being is part 
of the whole, called by us ‘Universe’; a part limited in time and 
space. He experiences himself, his thoughts and feelings as 
something separated from the rest - a kind of optical delusion 
of his consciousness. This delusion is a kind of prison for us, 
restricting us to our personal desires and affection for a few 
persons nearest us. Our task must be to free ourselves from this 
prison by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living 
creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty. Nobody is able 
to achieve this completely but striving for such achievement is, 
in itself, a part of liberation and a foundation for inner security.” 

Sdu Msomi
Physical Sciences Teacher
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BACK TO SCHOOL AFTER LOCKDOWN

Following the extensive preparations made by the property and 
boarding teams, we began the return of our members, starting 
with the matrics followed by the other grades.

To ensure that we made classes as small as possible, especially 
in Grade 10, we rearranged the timetable. This was also 
necessary to accommodate the late Mrs Naidoo’s classes. It has 
provided an opportunity for the more experienced interns on our 
staff to have their own classes in Grade 8.

To minimise movement, we allocated classes to particular 
classrooms. These were chosen so as to keep a grade in a 
particular area, e.g. Matrics in Ayavuna Block 1. This was a 
big change for teachers who are used to having their own 
classrooms.

Before the members returned, teachers met to be trained in 
Covid-19 protocols, and to discuss all the implications of the 
new way of working.

On their return, each class was given an orientation session 
which included a talk by the principal and videos explaining 
various aspects of what is expected.

Also, each class was given some days using the Chromebook 
computers so that they could consolidate their work done during 
the lockdown and hand in work which they had not managed to 
complete online. To facilitate this, the WiFi access points were 
redeployed throughout the school so that all areas now have 
access. This has the advantage that teachers can use their 
laptops in classrooms, meaning that they do not have to use 
shared desktop computers that are located in the classrooms. 

Following the consolidation time, the priority was for matrics 
to complete the March tests. Once all the other grades were 
back and had completed their consolidation, there was a test 
week. Since many members were not at school at that time, we 
subsequently ran many test sessions to allow all teachers to get 
a full set of marks. After the holidays, all members had caught 
up and started at the same place together.

Members with medical reasons for not being back at school 
were accommodated online. They wrote tests and tried as 
best as they could to keep up with the work in class. This put 
additional strain on the teachers as they worked to keep in touch 
with the online students. Communication was patchy as not 
all members who were online had proper devices and reliable 
internet access.

As we approached the end of the year, we did all we could to 
give the matrics extra classes, so they went into their finals well 
prepared. The rest of the school also wrote a full set of exams. 
Given the number of extraneous variables we were coping with, 
the academic staff and members coped well. We can confidently 
say that we managed to give our members an academic year 
that was not deficient. 

Peter de Lisle
Academic Director

OPEN DAY 

One of the important events of the school year is Open Day.  
The 2020 event was very different as it was held online.

The programme was the same as would be with visitors 
physically at school, but all the components were recorded in 
advance, and a video was put up on the school website on  
the day.

Scan the below QR code to view the address: 

A shortened (6 minute version) can be viewed on the below  
QR code: 

Our thanks to Ms Nomfundo Mdluli, a past parent, who 
recorded a message for the Open Day which was included in 
the video.

The Programme:

Welcome: 
Hlengiwe Thabethe, SRC Chair

Opening Prayer: 
Ayanda Zulu (Grade 9)

Executive Director’s Welcome: 
Mrs Judy Tate

Principal’s Address: 
Ms Thembi Ndlovu

School History: 
Sibongakonke Mcobothi & Qiniso Nxumalo (Grade 10)

Grade 8 Perspective:  
Amukelo Langa (Grade 8)

Staff Perspective: 
Thandeka Mkhize

Deputy: Student Affairs: 
Busi Mdladla

Parent Perspective: 
Ms Nomfundo Mdluli

Leadership: 
Andiswa Thusi (Grade 11)

Administration issues:  
Sane Khowa (Admin Manager)

Closing Benediction: 
Rev. Alice Fabian-Williams

HERITAGE DAY
The annual Heritage Day celebration is a major event in the 
school calendar. It is a chance for members to showcase their 
singing, dance, poetry and other talents whilst celebrating their 
cultural heritage.

The 2020 event did not disappoint, even though it was a 
compilation of pre-recorded performances. Each grade 8 class 
performed a traditional Zulu dance sequence, and various other 
groups danced, sang and recited poetry.

Snap the below QR code to view the full video:

AT HOME

The annual At Home is our way of bidding farewell to the matrics 
whilst celebrating their contribution to the school. The event was 
held in a marquee on the lawn with only matrics and our guest 
speaker, Ms Nonzuzo Dlamini present, but it was live streamed 
to the school (in their classrooms) and visitors. You can find a full 
report elsewhere in the yearbook. Scan the below QR code to 
view the recording: 

OTHER FUN EVENTS

Grade 8 Trashion Show: While on lockdown at home, grade 8 
members upcycled trash to create fashion items, leading to a 
video celebrating their creativity: 

Grade 12 Jerusalema Challenge: The matric class joined in the 
global Jerusalema phenomenon by performing the dance on the 
lawns. Their dance also incorporated a celebration of them as 
the matric class in the schools 151st year:

Virtual Online Events
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Events 
151ST BIRTHDAY

We celebrated Inanda Seminary’s 151st Birthday with a student-led service. Dr Thandolwethu Dlamini, our 
Dux from 2010, was guest speaker and shared with us some of the wisdom that she has gleaned in the last 
decade. This was followed by cake and dancing. It really was a splendid occasion!

  
152ND BIRTHDAY

The school’s 152nd Birthday celebration was an online event, streamed to all the classes. Our guest speaker 
was 2012 Dux Helen Muzira. She spoke about the way the Inanda Seminary had given her structures in her 
life that assisted her after school in many ways. Scan the QR code above to view the event.

Inanda Seminary / 17
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ONLINE ALTERNATIVES TO OPEN DAY

Since it was not possible to have the traditional Open Day, various online channels were established for 
prospective students and parents to get to know the school.

All entrance interviews were conducted online via Zoom. While not offering the same experience as a face-to-face interview, these 
interviews had the advantage of flexible scheduling. Other channels of communication were:

Inanda Seminary / 19

2020

A virtual Open Day: 

  

A brief introduction: 

2021

Principal’s online Meet  
and Greet:

  

The Journey of a Lifetime:  
A video of unscripted student 
impressions

  

A welcome from  
Mrs Tate:

A welcome from SRC 
President Slindile Mzobe:

ARBOR WEEK

Each of our Matric Classes 
planted a tree around the 
campus for arbor week, 
leaving a legacy for the future 
generations to enjoy!

ISAA 4IR WEBINARS 

In Term 3, the Inanda Seminary Alumnae Association (ISAA) organised 
two webinars for the Grade 11s to become better acquainted with 
careers in the ICT sector. 

• Nonhlanhla Onica Makwakwa (Class of ‘87) - World Wide Web Foundation (August 2021)
• Thozama Makiza (class of ‘84), Consulting Software Engineer (September 2021)

REMEMBERING KING ZWELITHINI KABHEKUZULU

The whole school stood for a moment of silence for King Zwelithini KaBhekuzulu, as the school bell was rung. The SRC then gathered 
to pay their respects under the flag at tea break.



I extend a warm welcome to all present here today, 
especially to the Property team. This building was 
designed, priced and built by our team with a few 
subcontractors and I am so proud of them – look at 
this amazing building. Let us give them a cheer.

A little about History – in the new curriculum it is proposed 
that history will be compulsory. Why you may ask? It helps us 
to understand the past and better approach the future. We are 
better informed if we reflect on past experience. Catherine Booth 
who started the Salvation Army with her husband said  
“To better the future we must disturb the present”.

The history of this building is varied and long. We wanted 
a multipurpose centre after the dining hall incorporated our 
previous centre when it was repositioned. We hoped it would be 
built 6 years ago and we even left a wall next to the swimming 
pool change rooms to join it onto that. Then we hoped it would 
be built by the school’s 150th birthday and the chairperson of 
the alumnae at that time Ms Mandisa Zungu campaigned long 
and hard to gather funds for this. We needed R3.5 million. She 
managed to raise just under R 400 000. We applied to LOTTO 
and they said we had been granted money but that has never 
been forthcoming.

Then 2020 and 2021 happened – the biggest issues were 
COVID and the Chapel Fire. This group of people standing here 
experienced both. But you have seen a building go down and 
another go up.

The seed capital came from the Alumnae when they agreed to 
give us the original money raised for this under Mandisa Zungu 
and a large donation from an anonymous alumna – R 520 000 in 
total - and we agreed to build a smaller building. Then we made 
the building a bit bigger because the site it was chosen to be on 
was an easy build and could accommodate this. It started small 
and has landed up being large and magnificent.

And so we are gathered to give thanks and a blessing, to officially 
open and name this building, and to pray. There are so many 
blessings in God’s Word over people and places. There were 
several over Jacob as he journeyed in obedience to God – 
sometimes even when he had a rock as a pillow. God said to 
Jacob “I will surely treat you well” - and he has treated us well. As 
God blessed Jacob – we ask him to bless this Multipurpose Centre.

I will bless you

I will make your name great and you will be a 
blessing

I will bless those who bless you

All people on earth will be blessed through you 
(Genesis 12)

I have pleasure in opening and naming this building - The ISAA 
Multipurpose Centre.

It will be known as the ISAA Centre. 
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SASOL DONATED 500 LITRES OF HAND SANITIZER TO US, AT INANDA SEMINARY

ISAA Member, Dr Thembakazi Mali (Class of 1980), arranged the donation as part of Sasol’s contribution to flattening the curve and 
tackling the health crisis we are in. They have made donations to their fence-line communities and municipalities. We are grateful for 
our members who give back to society and the school.

Mah Busie Mdladla (Alumna and staff member) accepted the sanitizer on behalf of ISAA. 

Sasol’s team consisted of: Dr. Thembakazi Mali - Sasol Senior Vice President Research & Technology; Sipho Maseko – Vice President, 
Pipeline Operations and Durban Wax; Zwelakhe Mkhasibe – Senior Manager Public and Regulatory Affairs; Ntokhoza Chilliza – Manager 
Public Relations; Lindi Rabopape – Events & Communications Specialist; Stanley Bracey – Specialist Compliance & Threat Prevention.

MFEST MENTORSHIP 
PROGRAMME

In May we held the first event of the 
MFest mentorship programme. MFest 
is an initiative driven by alumnae 
Nontokozo Thango, Thuli Mayaba and 
Philisiwe Mthimkhulu, which aims to 
expose Members to a variety of careers 
and provide mentorship. This particular 
one was a collaboration between the 
Kwambele Social Marketing, Imbewu 
Aviation Foundation and MFest. 
The mentors introduced the careers 
surrounding digital marketing, social 
marketing, entrepreneurship as well as 
the many possible careers in aviation.

As part of a demonstration for the 
aviation aspect; we had a helicopter land 
on our field! 

It is wonderful to see our alumnae 
Members giving back!

ISAA Multi-Purpose Centre 

OPENING ADDRESS BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR J TATE – 21 OCTOBER 2021

Rev Alice (Chaplain), Mrs Tate (Executive Director), Ms Ndlovu (Principal), 
Mrs Miller (Bursar), Slindile Mzobe (SRC President) and Mr Sithole 
(Maintenance) - the leadership team that brought the ISAA centre to life.

Matric students at the opening with Mrs Tate.

SRC President Sli Mzobe cuts the ribbon to open the ISAA centre.



HAMLET

Our grade 12 English Home Language students at the 
Playhouse Theatre to watch a performance of Hamlet, a 
prescribed Shakespeare setwork.

Academic 
2020-2021

ENGLISH WEEK 2020 

31 Aug- 4 Sep

To comply with the school’s COVID-19 safety protocols, English Week in 2020 was presented digitally. The programme kicked off with 
Nonkululeko Mayaba introducing students to English Week. This was followed by nine-year-old Luke Bakic’s Ted-Talk video highlighting 
the benefits of reading and the power it offers young adults in their social interactions. This was followed with a reading by local author 
Nandipha Tsabane who works for the Fundza Literacy Trust. She read an excerpt from her book Stages of Happiness.The inter-grade 
live-streamed general knowledge quiz competitions held each day proved to be the highlight of the week’s activities. They set the school 
alight! Our students enjoyed them and the competitive and cooperative spirit of umemba came to the fore. The winners in the GET phase 
were grade 9 ZM and the FET victors were grade 11 TV.
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TOP 10 2020 

Despite the COVID restrictions, we were still able to celebrate the Top 10 students of 2020 at the beginning of 2021. This celebration, like 
many other events, was streamed to all the classrooms so the whole school could participate.

DEBATING 2020

Whilst debates in the 2020 year began with intensive  
training and briefing sessions to prepare both the speakers  
and the adjudicators, the fixtures of the Durban Coastal  
Debating League (DCDL) were seriously impacted by the 
COVID-19 lockdown. 

Four teams were registered for the competition - two senior 
and two junior teams. The competitions progressed as far as 
Round 4, and, thereafter, following the COVID-19 lockdown, 
the remainder of the fixtures were cancelled. This was deeply 
disappointing for our students because they had established 
a good winning streak and were considered a real threat by 
their competitors. The sharp growth in their debating skills was 
evident as was their passion. 

We hosted the Senior Round 2 on 20 February 2020 and Junior 
Round 3 on 27 March 2020. Team Inanda won their debates on 
their home turf. The ten teams who entered our gates enjoyed their 
visit, some seeing our campus and its offerings for the first time.

A number of opportunities both local and international were 
afforded to our debaters. The South African Schools Debating 
Board (SASDB) had three international tours - the Prague 
Debate Spring in the Czech Republic, Colombo international 
debating championships in Sri Lanka and Heart of Europe 
Debate Competition in the Czech Republic. Although these were 
impacted by travel restrictions, they nevertheless embraced 
technology by moving the competitions to online platforms. 
These took place on Zoom and Discord.

Locally, the KZN Department of Transport (Road Safety) invited us to 
participate in their Education Debates Project. The members were in 
the early stages of training before this too was postponed indefinitely. 

Debating is currently enjoying a resurgence of interest by among 
our students. They have seen the benefits in their greatly improved 
oral presentations, their heightened reasoning and analytical 
argumentation skills and in the development of their writing abilities 
as well. We are proud of our members and their achievements in 
this arena. We are excited at the prospects of their venturing into 
competitions at the provincial, national and international level. 

Junior Debaters. Senior Debaters.

ISIZULU WEEK 2020

The crisis wrought by the COVID-19 
pandemic has affected every corner of 
the planet, from the smallest nation-state 
to the largest economies. As a result the 
isiZulu week this year was different from 
the previous years and it took place over 
two days. 

On the first day, 22nd of September 
2020, a presentation on poetry prepared 
by the grade 10s was offered to the 

school. Sindiswa Welcome gave an 
explanation of the elements of poetry 
and how it is learnt in schools. Sisanda 
Ndlovu, our local ‘imbongi’, wrote and 
recited a poem on gender-based violence 
which continues to be one of the most 
notable human rights violations in our 
country and across the world. On the 
second day, 23rd of September 2020, 
an interactive general knowledge Quiz on 
Zulu culture and the competition was held 
separately for the GET and FET phases.

Our congratulations to the following 

classes for their excellent results:

Grade 11HM:  73% 

Grade 11YN:  73% 

Grade 10KM:  87% 

Grade 10PZ:  80% 

Grade 9NNG:  100% 

Grade 9ZM:  100% 

Grade 9NT:  100% 

Grade 8SN:  93% 

Grade 8NNK:  100%

Student Reflections on isiZulu Week

The isiZulu week at Inanda Seminary is held every year to celebrate and commemorate Zulu culture. It is there to acknowledge and value 
the importance of the language. It gives members a chance to be free to embrace their culture and language however they wish. 

Usually during the isiZulu week a vast amount of entertainment themes are done, from plays and poems to traditional dances and 
competitions. All this changed in 2020. In 2020 a poem was shared by Sisansa Ndlovu, meaningful and heart warming poems were 
read as members were given a chance to rejoice in their cultural music and dance. 

A Quiz competition was held to test the members’ understanding and knowledge of Zulu culture and language - it was fun and 
exciting. We were granted the chance to work together as a class, and we were eager to get a 100%, which we luckily got.  
The teachers from each class displayed their class results for everyone to see. The isiZulu week plays an important role at Inanda 
Seminary. It is cherished as it shows respect towards the isiZulu language and culture. Members who know more about the culture 
are given a chance to share their knowledge.

Sisanda Mathunjwa
Grade 9MNT
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As we were waiting for the projector to switch on, you could 
see the excitement in my classmates’ eyes. They were so ready 
to play the Quiz for the certificate. We got a 100% for the Quiz 
and received a certificate. It was a great joy knowing more 
about the Zulu culture and learning things you didn’t know.  
The greatest pleasure was to also be lost in Sisanda Ndlovu’s 
words as she recited her poem about gender-based violence. 

Senabelo Mbambo
Grade 9ZM

Sisanda Ndlovu

Sindiswa Welcome

It took me exactly 30 minutes to write about the pain women 
face. I was sure that many would not take me seriously as I am 
just a small teenage girl. I was shocked when I gained strength 
to recite it to every person in school, but I was happy because 
now my little voice will be heard. I was petrified when I saw that 
people are interested in poetry. (Abantu baseNingizimu Afrika 
sebakhohlwa ngobuciko, ngabona kungcono ukuthi ngivuse 
ubuciko bakudala bokulayeza ngobunkondlo). I believe very 
much that If my poem were to be heard by the world, it would 
surely awaken many silent voices waiting to be heard. My 
emotions were all over the place but the one thing I remember 
is that my tears were flowing like a river on my cheeks, thinking 
about how much pain is felt by women but no one seems to be 
taking a stand with awareness and solution of women abuse.  
I write for meaning, expressing and for warning. I never make 
a mistake of letting my own art be dull and having no meaning. 
We express ourselves differently, allow your talent to be seen, 
shine with just a little thing you believe will change the world.

Sisanda Ndlovu
Grade 10LM

ENGLISH WEEK 2021

23-25 August

The 2021 English Week theme was sparked by the July 2021 
unrest in South Africa and the focus was on the role of books in 
the times of protest in Africa and the world. 

On the first day, books written in times of protest against 
colonialism were considered. Books and their impact on history 
and the controversy they evoked as well as the extent to which 
they contributed to changes in the perception of African societies 
were discussed. Women’s Liberation and the African Freedom 
Struggle by Thomas Sankara was among the books discussed. 

On the second day members engaged in Poetry as freedom 
of expression. The presentation began with looking at protest 
poetry in general and Poetic Books in the Bible and the Art of 
Biblical poetry. Several members recited their poems on gender-
based violence, the Sharpeville Massacre of 1960 and the 
Soweto Uprising of 1976. 

On the final day, a Spelling Bee competition themed Words of 
Protest concluded English Week. Students from Grades 8 to 12 
received an invitation to participate and represent their grades in 
the competition on an app called Discord and the whole school 
enjoyed the experience watching live from their classrooms.

Grade 9 Project Day 2021

Members worked in groups, chose a quotation from a selection 
put together by their teachers and worked collaboratively to 
write a script for a performance of poetry on the Lucy Lindley 
lawn. They spent the day in the shoes of script writers reading 
and researching performance ideas, members of production 
teams taking care of the logistics of production and members of 
teams of directors lending creativity to their performances.  
The rehearsal sessions demonstrated deep collaborative 
learning among members. The final performances were 
exceptional - it was mind blowing that members with very little 
resources and time pulled off brilliant performances.  
The day concluded with a special Awards ceremony celebrating 
the winners of various aspects of the production. 

ISIZULU WEEK 2021

IsiZulu week. A week where different cultural aspects come to 
life. Grade 8’s to grade 11’s had to act out, sing or dance on the 
aspect they had chosen. For the grade 11’s, we had chosen Zulu 
culture and tradition. Deciding on our topic was difficult but we 
came to a conclusion: ilobolo, specifically the negotiations. We 
also decided on a role-play and a forum discussion. Firstly, we 
recruited people to take part in the forum discussion where we 
discussed the background of the ilobolo negotiations. Secondly, 
we recruited people who would act out how ilobolo negotiations 
were done. It took us a huge amount of time and practice to 
get the presentation up to an acceptable standard. When we 
performed, our items captivated people’s attention and they had 
fun. Our main goal was to inform the members about the ilobolo 
negotiations because it is very important for one to know what 
goes on in the diverse cultures that we have at Inanda Seminary. 
It is also very important for us to know about our own culture and 
be audacious when it comes to discussing it.

Unathi Buthelezi
Grade 11IM

The isiZulu week at Inanda Seminary was the highlight of my 

year. I got the opportunity to learn about expressions of my own 

culture that I did not know about. IsiZulu week was a time where 

members and teachers took time to embrace the Zulu culture 

in their own diverse ways. On the 9th of September, grade 11’s 

gave us a performance about one of the isiZulu traditions known 

as ilobolo. I enjoyed their play immensely as it was comical but 

it taught me greatly about my culture. The next day, my grade 

mates and I showcased our expressions on ‘ukuthwasa’. Talking 

about ‘ukuthwasa’ is taboo in this day and age but I am glad 

we raised a topic which is the pillar of dignity and ethnicity of 

the Zulu’s. On the 11th of September, the grade 9’s brought a 

dramatised african proverb to the stage. The proverb was based 

on the Zulu saying ‘Umenzi akakhalelwa’ which means you reap 

what you sow. The grade 9’s dwelled on an old proverb and 

literature as they gave pride to Zulu words of wisdom. Lastly, the 

grade 8’s engaged the school with song and dance in the style of 

isicathamiya which brought the stage alive with music and song. 

Slindile Mzobe

Grade 12ZM



FURTHER STUDIES MATHS  
(ADVANCED PROGRAMME MATHS)

We have gradually introduced an exciting subject which has 
enriched our curriculum, namely Further Studies Maths. 

In addition to one Grade 11, in 2021 we have had 4 Grade  
10 students tackle this challenging addition to their subjects.  
This has been possible through a partnership with the educational 
service provider Advantage Learn:

We plan to extend this programme in future with the addition of 
more students and Further Studies Physics. One of the benefits of 
COVID has been to show us that one can learn online. Working in 
this way, our top students have the best of both worlds: boarding 
school and online.

This is how the programme is described on the Advantage 
Learn website:

If a learner is excelling at Mathematics in Grade 9 and wants 
to keep up their momentum, then Further Studies Maths (also 
known as Advanced Programme Maths) enables them to do so. 
Our Further Studies Maths course begins in Grade 10 and ends 
in Grade 12 with the IEB Further Studies Maths exam. However, 
the purpose of studying Further Studies Maths is not for the IEB 
certificate. Further Studies Maths opens doors into universities, 
particularly overseas, and bridges the gap between high school 
Mathematics and first-year university, reducing the likelihood of a 
learner falling behind or failing first-year university.

TTP PROGRAMME

The Targeting Talent Programme (TTP), initiated by Wits 
University’s Student Equity and Talent Management Unit 
(SETMU) 13 years ago, actively ensures that talented 
learners from both well-resourced and socio-economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds across South Africa are prepared 
for admission into South African universities. The TTP is 
designed to help learners and their educators overcome some 
of the challenges they face as a result of a lack of resources 

and structural problems in the schooling system, particularly in 
under-resourced areas. 

For more information:

My TTP Experience

The Targeting Talent Programme enables students all over South 
Africa get the opportunity to be exposed to educational content 
that is offered by the University of Witwatersrand.

At first I couldn’t believe it when our mathematics teacher 
informed us that all the girls put forward by Inanda Seminary 
were selected by Wits University to be part of the programme. 
This just proved to me that we really do shine wherever we are 
as Inanda Seminary girls. With my dear sisters being by my side, 
the journey of being part of the programme was so special to 
me. It gave me the opportunity to build an even stronger bond 
with them.

Yes we have had our ups and downs, but nothing can really go 
up from a very high level can it? I’m proud to say that I enjoyed 
every single moment I shared with my dear sisters. The long 
lessons that would take me away from spending time with my 
family, the endless dance practices just so we could be almost 
something like Michael Jackson and the group assignments 
that made us have sleepless nights. It was all worth it because I 
realized that I was actually going through this whole process of 
growth with my second family. 

The most valuable moment for me was during our break after 
we had our lessons. I could tell that we all had found motivation 

to keep our light shining as brightly as the Northern Lights.  

A highlight for me was the engineering lessons. I also now know 
that school isn’t so bad, it never was. It’s just that I had a fixed 
mindset about it and the funny thing is, one of our 2021 themes 
at Inanda Seminary was to have a growth mindset instead of a 
fixed one. 

I’m so grateful and honoured to be part of the programme. I 
have learned that I need to seek what sets my soul on fire, and 
in order to do that I’ve learned to have a positive mindset and 
an attitude of full engagement in whatever I put my mind to. I 
now know that you can never stop learning in life and what you 
learn helps you to have direction. If you are facing challenges or 
despair, find an opportunity to learn!

Sinelizwi Mngomezulu

My journey in the TTP program has been eye opening. It opened 
my eyes to the world of tertiary studies. The TTP program has 
equipped me with skills needed to make it in university. It has 
also exposed me to a variety of subjects that have sparked 
interest in me. Being in the TTP program has also helped me 
prepare for exams and in the process gave me a platform to 
interact with different people from different places. The TTP 
program has really changed my life.

Yoliswa Nkehli
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DEBATING 2021

Four teams participated in the Durban Coastal Debate League 
(DCDL) this year - Inanda Senior, Junior and two grade 8 teams. 
The competition ran its full course with a combination of live 
debates at pool venues and virtually through the app Discord. 

True to our promise, debates at the Seminary took on a new 
competitive edge. For the first time since participating in this 
competition, the grade 8 team, Inanda 1, reached the semi finals. 
Whilst the team gave a good account of themselves, their winning 
streak came to an end against Clifton College. Luyanda Ngcobo 
was a recipient of the Individual Speaker Award in the grade 8 
category, awarded on 19 August 2021 at Clifton. She participated 
in the Junior KZN Provincial Tournament in September 2021 
which served as the selection process for the Junior KZN team. 
Although she did not proceed to final selection, the gains from 

engaging in this format of the competition, her interaction with 
other teams and the coaching she received were truly valuable.

Team Inanda also tested their mettle at the 2021 Womxn’s 
Day Derby hosted by the South African School Debates Board 
(SASDB) on 21-22 August 2021. This was the team’s first 
exposure to a virtual national and international competition - two 
days of intense back-to-back competition with unprepared 
motions. This was a good training opportunity for the members 
and exposure to quality debating helped sharpen their skills.

The Growth Development League (GDL), the last leg in the debate 
calendar, proved to be the opportune time for novice debaters to 
practise their debating skills and build their confidence. 

Our appreciation goes out to all stakeholders - the management 
and staff for their support and the students for their commitment.

STUDENT WRITING 2021

Music

The walls came closing in on my world at ten years of age. Black 
clothes, black nails and a dark room became my best friends. 
Anxiety had filled my body like an overflowing river. Before I 
reached 10 I was happy I could jump around the whole day but 
at age 10 getting out of bed was the hardest part of my day. I 
had fallen into a dark cloud of nothingness. The sparkling eyes 
disappeared like dew on a sunny morning after heavy rains.

Right when I was ready to end it all when I had given up and told 
myself that my life was not worth living. Right when I had put it all on 
the handle of a sharp knife, right then I found a best friend. This time 
I found a caring best friend, one that would lift my damaged, tired 
and scared body out of bed on sad days, a best friend that knows 
the things that happen In the dark when everyone is asleep.  
I found a Savior. I guess people are right by saying that not all heroes 

wear capes. My hero came in the form of beats, instruments and a 
vocalist behind the audio. My hero came in the form of music.

Music is not like the kids who warn us in Life Orientation 
textbooks. Music is like a good friend that your parents invited 
to dinner. Music is not like the people that bring you temporary 
happiness. She is a transmitter of the everlasting happiness 
and peace God intended for you to have. Music is like a friend 
that tells you that you’re not phenomenally skilled but you are 
phenomenally willed. Music is like Sunshine after a long week of 
rainy days. Music breathed life into the corpse of a body I own. 
She is a helping hand when everyone else has been cut off.

Music saved me. She’s seen me cry. She knew everything about 
me and I didn’t even have to say a word. Music silenced the 
pain. She turned the weight of bad things into a weight of helpful 
ones. Without music I am nothing.

Luyanda Ngcobo
Grade 8PZ
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CHROMEBOOKS

At the beginning of 2021, we were very pleased to be able to purchase a further set 
of Chromebooks. We now have 138 of these versatile computers. They are located 
in 4 different areas of the campus, making them easily accessible to all classes. They 
are the educational computing device of choice in many countries, require minimal 
maintenance and can run for many hours without needing to be re-charged. 

CHROMEOS
The PCs in the classrooms were given a 
new lease of life by installing ChromeOS 
on them, replacing Windows. This has 
the advantage that old computers run 
well as it requires minimal resources. 
It also means only one school Google 
account is needed for everything (email, 
printing, Google Classroom). ChromeOS 
(the Cloudready version) is free.

GOOGLE CLASSROOM
After having to make use of online 
learning during lockdown, many more 
teachers are now comfortable working 
with Google Classroom and many other 
online apps. 

Our use of technology at Inanda is no 
longer a useful add-on, but has become 
an essential part of all that we do. The 
collaboration features built into the 
Google Workspace allow teachers and 
students to work together effectively 
in the classroom, with colleagues and 
in administration, making for greater 
efficiency in many of our workflows.

Peter de Lisle
Academic DirectorChromebooks make learning fun. The ideal tool for project-based learning.

Using Chromebooks in the Media Centre.

Since the start of 2020, technology at Inanda has moved forward in 
several important ways.

THE NETWORK

On returning to school after lockdown, it was decided to have the students in fixed 
classrooms as much as possible, with the teachers moving. While every classroom 
has a PC, many of the teachers prefer to use their own laptops. So it was necessary 
to extend the WiFi areas across the campus. Thanks to developments over the course 
of the past 2 years, we now have WiFi in all areas of the campus via 32 access points. 
This has also made it possible to use Chromebooks in every classroom. Thanks to the 
generosity of Link Africa, we continue to receive our 200mb fibre internet connection 
which makes so much of what we do possible.

Technology Developments

Chromebooks are used in all subjects.

My Dream Vacation

When you hear the words dream vacation you often think 
of outings, parties, boat trips, hotels, clubs, nights out with 
friends going to the beach and all the other activities that most 
people consider as fun. But I’d rather just be with my four leaf 
clover in a huge mansion in the middle of the woods. I’d rather 
be surrounded by glass doors that display the greenery of 
mother nature and being woken up by her beauty. I want the 
house to have a library so huge that I struggle to decide which 
magical world of imagination I would like to travel today but I 
pick one anyway and experience the arts of literature through 
every page.

I want to drink hot chocolate on a rainy day watching the 
raindrops race down my window like I used to do when I was 
younger. I want to watch the water from the heavens fall down 
on trees with blessings that give them life. I want to match my 
heartbeat to the sound of the rain beetle steadily as I feel  
nothing but tranquillity flow through my veins.

I want to bake with Esihle in the ginormous kitchen. I want us 
to completely ruin the first batch of cookies and laugh at how 
distorted, burnt, ugly and gooey they look. I want to put flour on 
his nose and tease him about how he looks like a white nosed 
Rudolph. Then I want to watch classic movies like Friday as we 
eat the one batch of cookies we finally got right. 

Then we take a trail walk the following morning feeling the rough 
texture of the rocks beneath us as we admire the plants and 
pick some fruits to make dessert when we get back. The sweet 
smell of roses filling our nostrils as our eyes get blessed by 
the field of dandelions that we see on the other side.The birds 
singing in the flowing breeze adding to the peaceful aesthetic 
of our surroundings. I want to dip my feet into the heated pool 
in the backyard with a strawberry virgin cocktail in hand and a 
platter with fresh fruit and assorted cheeses right next to me,  
as ‘Get You’ by Daniel Caesar plays in the background.

A lot of people’s dream vacations include going out and living 
wild but mine is all about tranquillity and connecting with nature 
as well as my inner self. 

Salizwa Makiza
Grade 9MNT

Movements like #BlackLivesMatter and #MeToo promote 
inclusiveness or awareness or division or inequality. 

The movements like #BlackLivesMatter and #MeToo promote 
awareness about inclusiveness, division and inequality around 
the world. They play a huge role in today’s society. One can say 
that these movements promote not only awareness but also 
inclusiveness, division and inequality. The following essay will dig 
deeper on what these movements promote and how the result 
of these promotions affects our nation. 

Movements like #BlackLivesMatter and #MeToo promote 
awareness. These movements have helped people to stop being 
ignorant about things that are affecting our societies like rape and 
human trafficking. Since the 1990s people have been experiencing 
hardship, especially black people. When they voiced out, not even a 
single ear was willing to listen to them. Ever since these movements 
came to light, people worldwide have now started to listen to black 
people’s voices and, hence, awareness is raised. 

To continue, we all have witnessed our people dying for being 
themselves or being too ghetto. This has brought hatred and 
division between people around the world. These movements do 
not only promote awareness but at the same time they promote 
division. What people were trying to accomplish, which is a united 
country, had turned to sweet dreams. The number of cases of 
people getting killed or raped is increasing each and every day. 
The hatred between the white people and black people is hitting 
home again and hence these movements promote division. 

In addition, one can agree that these movements are slightly 
biased. These movements mostly show one sided stories and 
this is one of the causes of division. No one is perfect - neither 
the black people nor white people. These movements only raise 
awareness on what has happened to black people but not how 
it all started or the cause. To be realistic it’s always about a white 
person beating a black person to pulp or killing a black person. 
One can fully say that these movements raise awareness on 
what is happening to black people because they are the majority 
of cases. At the same time it means that these movements are 
only in favour of the black race. 

To sum up, the movements like #BlackLivesMatter and #MeToo 
have raised various aspects about things that are happening day 
in and day out in our own societies. These movements have led 
to a United and a divided country.

Hlengiwe Ngubo
Grade 11
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At Home  
2020 KEYNOTE SPEECH

Good day to the members of the board, staff 
members, members of Inanda Seminary and 
everyone who is watching virtually. A special greeting 
to the class of 2020: Shine!

Receiving the invitation to be here today felt like a full circle 
moment for me. I always knew that I would get this invite, 
because I know that when you do good, when you put your best 
foot forward, people notice and it always comes back to you.  
I did not think it would come at the time it did, in a moment 
when I have found myself needing encouragement, regrouping 
and adjusting my focus. But maybe this is perfect timing.  
When I thought about what to say to you, I could not help but 
think about what I want to go back and tell 17-year-old Nonzuzo 
at her At Home in 2009.

I come from a small township on the south coast of Durban 
called Magabheni. I am the only daughter to my parents.  
I spent all my life before 2007 feeling alone, with no sisters. 
Then I arrived at Inanda Seminary and found 300-plus sisters. 
Members, look around you! These young women wearing purple 
pull-overs right now are your tribe. I know that when we are still 
here, we cannot wait for the outside world. And you will indeed 
make plenty of friends in your life after Inanda Seminary. But I 
can promise you this: Nothing beats the sisterhood of Inanda 
Seminary members. I remember how I felt during my At Home, 
feeling excited for university. But please trust me when I say this: 
You are not prepared for how much you will miss this school. 
It has been 11 years since I left and my friends and I still find 
ourselves saying that we wish we could come back here.  
The friends I made here have been with me through all phases 
of my life. We have celebrated birthdays together, graduations, 
weddings, baby showers. We have gone on holidays together, 
cried together and supported each other when we lost both 
Sinethemba Khumalos from our 2009 class (May their precious 
souls rest peacefully).

The core values of the school can feel like something you have 
to know when you’re still a member. They can feel like a tick-
box exercise, something to know as a formality, in case a staff 
member randomly asks you or when we have our school events. 
When you enter the outside world, they become your North star. 
They are the moral compass you will use to navigate through life 
which will be shaped by these values. You will not realise it at 
first but eventually you will see that you use them to discern who 
and what is worth your precious time. You will gravitate towards 
people who value loyalty and respect. We have the gift of a very 
solid foundation through these values, allow them to guide you.

I am sure by now you have a plan for what you are going to 
do next year. You probably even have a 5-year plan. It is great 
to have that plan, but I want to encourage you to also allow 
life to happen. Plan, but allow God room to be God. Allow the 
Universe to lead you. Some of the most impactful things that 
you will do and some of the most wonderful moments that you 
will experience will not be in your plans. Life will happen.  
Some things will not go your way. Maybe the degree course 
you want right now will not want you. Maybe the adjustment 
to tertiary education will be so difficult that your first academic 
record will look nothing like your Inanda Seminary reports. You 
may disappoint yourself and those around you. If you take 
anything away from my time here today, let it be this: Trust 
the timing of your life. In an age of Instagram likes and people 
posting their seemingly perfect lives, remember to be true to 
yourself. Do not let the pressures of the world cloud your vision. 
Keep moving forward. You will have moments when you have 
to change route, stop, and start over. Please never be afraid of 
starting over. Do that as many times as you need to. Find the 
things that set your soul alight and pursue them, relentlessly.

A friend of mine told me once that she was having a 
conversation with someone about a negative thing she had 
experienced and how it had crippled her willingness to try again. 
In the middle of voicing her frustrations, the person she was 
speaking to asked her, “What’s the worst that could happen?” 
In response to that question, she fervently listed her worst-case-
scenarios. He interjected before she finished listing all the things 
that could possibly go wrong and said, “No, none of these 
things you listed matter. The worst that could happen is that you 
could die.”

I take that story everywhere. I remind myself of it before I enter 
a meeting that I am feeling anxious about or when I feel lost 
or scared. The worst that could happen is that you could die. 
You could die with unfulfilled dreams, potential that was never 
explored as a result of being afraid. If you are not dead, as long 
as you are still alive, please trust that you can and will come 
back from absolutely anything. Do not stop finding yourself.  
The world is waiting for you and the gifts you bring to it. Each of 
you has something special to contribute to the world - do not 
forget that. Remember to always put your best foot forward.  
So, step into your final exams and be your most prepared self. 
Step up and rise to the occasion. 

Shine, always. I thank you.

Ms Nonzuzo Dlamini
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WELCOME SPEECH

A warm greeting to the members of the 
Board of Governors, Executive Director 
Mah Tate, our principal Mah Ndlovu, our 
honoured guests, parents watching at 
home, staff and members of the Inanda 
Seminary. It is my honour and privilege 
to welcome you to our school’s 151st 
At Home celebration. This is always a 
significant date on our school calendar.  
It is the day when we come together as a 
family and celebrate the years’ work and 
when we reap the fruits of our seeds.

Unfortunately, we could not congregate 
together in the same space for obvious 
reasons, considering the circumstances. 
However, at home we shall be. We may 
not be together physically but we are 
connected in soul and by media.

I would like to take a moment to tell you, 
my sisters, that you are amazing. You 
look good; you look like the beautiful 
women you are meant to become, that 
you have become. When I was thinking 
of what I would like you to receive from 
me, many ideas came to mind. What 
stood out for me is the Cinderella story. 
Apart from telling us it’s OK to run away 
from home, trust strange old grannies, 
go to a fancy party, dance and enjoy 
yourself till you forget your shoes, the 

Cinderella story teaches us not to dwell 
on our losses but to focus on what we 
have gained. Like Cinderella, you are here 
in your last year, glowing, resilient and 
transformed. In the process of growing 
into the people you are today, you had 
to go through hurt and had to make a lot 
of sacrifices. Yet you are here. Not with 
the losses but with the gains. You stand 
today as beautiful and powerful young 
ladies.

A big part of our growth is owed to 
Inanda Seminary. The school has played 
a huge role in enabling our growth. 
There’s an African proverb that says it 
takes a village to raise a child. We came 
to Inanda Seminary as children, some 
clueless about life and high school, even 
clueless about who we are and how to 
go about finding ourselves, and some of 
the guardian angels took those children 
and moulded them into knowledgeable 
young ladies. We might not have entirely 
found ourselves, some not at all, but I’m 
quite certain we have found the path we 
want to go down. I hope that all your 
greatest desires are granted and pray 
that all that is meant for you comes your 
way. However, don’t delay. Go and get 
what’s yours. A wise woman once said 
you have the world at the tip of your 
fingers. Let’s celebrate the great chapter 

we’re about to close, celebrate who 
you have become, and be grateful for 
the sacrifices of our teachers, parents, 
guardians and, of course, us. And a big 
thank you goes to God, for without him 
nothing would be possible.

I would like to remind every single one 
of you that umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu 
- I am because you are. Our grade has 
grown together, laughed together and 
cried together, memories made and 
memories shared. On this day here you 
are still together, interconnected by the 
shared stories and spirit of sisterhood. 
It may have not been glitz and glamour 
or a smooth journey, but there is no 
reclamation beyond the grave, so let’s 
make the most of what we have now: 
acknowledge yourself, acknowledge 
your significance, acknowledge that you 
can stand and be proud and say you’ve 
made it. I made it. I may not get a chance 
to say this again, so thank you for being 
who you are. I may have not been close 
to every single one of you, but all your 
names are engraved in my book of life. 
Stay blessed.

Once more I say welcome to our 151st 
At Home celebration. Welcome home!

SRC President, Hlengiwe Thabethe 

AT HOME AWARDS 2020

Grade 12 Subject Awards
Accounting: Hlengiwe Thabethe
English Home Language: Nada Ncalane
English 1st Additional Language: Phumelele Dlamini
IsiZulu 1st Additional Language: Nada Ncalane
IsiZulu Home Language: Ayakhula Mthethwa
Life Orientation: Hlengiwe Thabethe
Life Sciences: Phumelele Dlamini
Mathematics: Nada Ncalane
Physical Sciences: Nada Ncalane

Runner Up to the Dux, 2020
Hlengiwe Thabethe.

Grade 12 Dux Award
Phumelele Dlamini

The Jane Sibisi Award
Presented by the Boarding Staff to a senior student for exemplary 
behaviour, courtesy, helpfulness and service above self.
Hlengiwe Thabethe

The Red Letter Bible Award
Conferred on a senior student for service, character and influence.
Ayakhula Mthethwa

At Home  
2021

WELCOME SPEECH

Gratitude is twofold. It is love coming to visit us and 
love running out to greet a welcome guest.

And what a joy it is for me to welcome you here today. Good 
Morning to our honoured guest Mah Dladla, our Executive 
Director, Mrs Tate, Chairperson of the Board, Mrs Khumalo, 
Members of the Board of Governors, our guests, staff, and 
students, whether you are joining us in person or online. On 
behalf of the student body, I would like to welcome and thank 
you all for coming to celebrate with us at our At Home 2021. 

Maya Angelou once said that life is not measured by the number 
of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath 
away. It is absolutely breathtaking to see how far we’ve come. 
I’m sure everyone in my grade remembers walking through 
those enormous steel gates for the first time. How did it feel? 
Scary? Exciting? Dull? Were you anxious? 

Back then, I never believed that the years would pass so fast. 
There’s real truth in that saying, ‘Time flies when you’re having 
fun.’ It is a privilege to stand in front of you as we come to the end 
of this magnificent journey. When I look back I realise that there 
is so much to be thankful for, and I urge everyone in this room to 
open their arms and join me in welcoming the gratitude of today. 

This is the most valuable lesson I have learnt. Gratitude does not 
come from success or achievement but rather success is the 
consequence of a grateful heart. 

As we leave this space and take bigger steps into the outer 
world, every one of us has one thing on our mind - success. 

For we only really enjoy our success when we are thankful for 
what we have. Inanda Seminary has not only been a school for 
us to educate ourselves but also a home for the growth of our 
strength of character. Many of us entered those gates as girls 
but we will leave as women. 

The lessons taught here at school cannot be traded for anything 
else. The friendships and memories will be forever cherished as 
we come to an end of our high school journey.

I am so grateful for the teachers who have not only been our guides 
for our books but also our mothers who have given us compassion 
and nurture in our time of need. I would like each and every one of 
you to reflect on those who have walked this journey with you. 

Matrics of 2021, let us welcome the new chapter in our lives 
full of things that have never been. I realised that being in this 
phase of life where crucial decisions have to be made can be 
challenging. I want to end this journey knowing that doing the 
best for this moment brings the best for the next moment.

I realise that it is not just members who have called this campus 
home, and who have been changed by this space. Everyone 
who is here, or who has tuned in with us, shares in the fabric of 
this school. Today we will also acknowledge the individuals who 
have contributed to this school in very real and tangible ways. 

To conclude, I would like to leave you all with one thing: Life’s 
greatest gifts and blessings are an abundance only learned by 
grateful hearts. Thank you.

SRC President, Slindile Mzobe 

Class of 2021 Choir performing at the At Home.



AT HOME AWARDS 2021

All Round Achiever Award
Given to a student who is an all-round achiever in academics and 
extra-curricular activities: sports, clubs and service. Kgotatso Putu

Grade 12 Subject Awards
Accounting: Noluthando Ngcobo
Business Studies: Fisokuhle Pewa
English 1st Additional Language: Candice Buthelezi
Geography: Sibusisiwe Ntshangase
IsiZulu 1st Additional Language: Zwakele Kubheka
IsiZulu Home Language: Noluthando Ngcobo
Life Orientation: Candice Buthelezi
Life Sciences: Noluthando Ngcobo
Mathematics: Noluthando Ngcobo
Physical Sciences: Candice Buthelezi

Runner Up to the Dux, 2020
Candice Buthelezi

Grade 12 Dux Award
Noluthando Ngcobo

The Jane Sibisi Award
Presented by the Boarding Staff to a senior student for 
exemplary behaviour, courtesy, helpfulness and service  
above self. Thalente Shabalala 

The ZENEX Award
For the top Mathematics, Physical Sciences and English 
student(s) Noluthando Ngcobo & Candice Buthelezi

The Red Letter Bible Award
Conferred on a senior student for service, character and 
influence. Sindiswa Madlala
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KEYNOTE SPEECH

When we say to someone Sawubona it 
means I can see you. It acknowledges 
their presence and recognizes them as 
a fellow human being. When you follow 
up with Ninjani? you are sending out an 
invitation and you are offering the person 
a chance to unburden. And we need 
to unburden because we have been 
touched, the period 2020-2021 has been 
a very difficult time in all of our lives. So 
when you send out that invitation you 
are going deep into it, you are saying I’m 
here and I’m ready to listen. How often 
do we pass each other without saying 
Sawubona. Ninjani?

When we look for strategies or solutions 
for mental health, we look away from the 
African context and we tend to believe 
the notion that mental health solutions 
are not made on the African continent. 
But they have been here. We’ve been 
saying Sawubona. Ninjani? When we 
look for solutions, and we want someone 
to stand in front of us, we expect them to 
come from outside. But now is the time 
for African solutions for African people. 
We’ve always had the space to ask 
someone, Sawubona. Ninjani?

So that is why I started my presentation 
with Sawubona. Ninjani? But let me start 

at the beginning. I am Nomcebo Dladla, 
and it is my honour and privilege to stand 
before you today as the programme 
manager for Leadership Development 
and Socio-emotional learning. Never did I 
think the day would come.

There is hope. There is hope sitting in 
front of me. There is hope in our hearts. 
Nomonde Mkithi, you are the reason I 
started my presentation the way I did. 
Yesterday, when we were standing in 
the parking lot, and I said to you I am 
not OK, and you said Oh I am OK, and 
then I went on to ask you how were the 
exams treating you, and you said to me 
I’ve changed my greeting. And at that 
moment it was very significant because 
I was scared to come and stand before 
you here today, but you gave me hope, 
you told me just to change my ideas. We 
are not looking for answers outside; the 
answers are already inside me.

So that was just an example. You need to 
start celebrating in your own small way. 
You need to start celebrating in your own 
small way. It is such a win for me to walk 
from there to here. It is such a win for me 
to be standing here before you today as 
your guest speaker. Have you seen the 
people who usually end up here?  

You need to start clapping hands for 
yourself. And I’m going to ask you to 
clap hands for yourself because you have 
made it this far.

So my anxiety about speaking here today 
was around what am I going to say? Are 
people going to be listening to me? My 
hesitation was not the judgement of the 
people who asked me to speak here 
today. It’s me and the conversations I am 
having in my head. How often do you 
talk yourself out of something because 
of that self-judgement. It’s not what they 
said, it’s what you said to yourself. The 
theme of your school refers to the seeds 
of your success. Whatever you water, will 
grow. If you water positivity, it will grow. 
If you water negativity, it will grow. So 
what seeds are you watering in your own 
life? And I ask that to you, class of 2021, 
as you are approaching another difficult 
period of examinations. Are you watering 
seeds of hope? Are you watering seeds 
of a bright future? And again I say to you, 
the power is in your hands. Don’t water 
the negativity, rather water the positivity.

So ask yourself: Sawubona. Ninjani? 
When you are looking in the mirror, and 
being honest with yourself. Take that and 
reclaim your power. Thank you.

Ms Nomcebo Dladla

ADDRESS TO CLASS OF 2021 

Greetings to all and a special greeting to you, class of 2021. 
Thank you Mrs Judy Tate, our executive director and Ms Thembi 
Ndlovu, our principal and to all our esteemed staff members 
for making this day possible and the success that it is. I am 
representing all of us in the Seminary family when I say that we are 
in awe of your hard work and dedication. Thank you to you all.

As like last year we were all disheartened that we are not able 
to attend this special occasion physically but I’m sure we are 
all with you all the way. You are a very special group, class 
of 2021. You have endured so many hardships in your final 
year. Firstly COVID-19 which started when you were doing the 
crucial year of grade 11 - as we all know the results of grade 
11 enable you to be admitted to tertiary institutions. Secondly, 
you will be writing your matric examinations still in the midst of 
the pandemic. And as if the pandemic is not enough, you saw 
your Chapel and Chapel Hall go up in flames. You still performed 
against all of these challenges. You are amazing! Congratulations 
to all of you on all the achievements you have attained in your 
subjects. You are the best. A special congratulations to our Dux 
runner up - this is what hard work can achieve. A very very very 
special congratulations to our Dux of 2021. You’ve just raised 
the bar for the next class and have made us all very proud.

You are entering a new world out there which none of us ever 
dreamed of. You will be the first group of students to carry 

vaccination cards on top of your student cards at tertiary.  
The whole world is no longer the same. Things now must be 
done differently. Many of us would not recognize it in a few years 
to come. You, on the other hand, class of 2021, have been 
chosen to be pioneers as you venture out there into the world. 
The world is waiting for you. Use this gift well and effectively. We 
will all be looking up to you. That has always been what Inanda 
girls do - never disappoint, be the light that you’re meant to be. 
Shine, members, shine! I thank you all. 

Mrs Gugu Khumalo 

Chairperson of the Board Mrs Gugu Khumalo - virtual address

Principal Ms Thembi Ndlovu. Mrs Tate and Ms Ndlovu with Mrs Miller, Sis Erica and Sis Thandi.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT HOME 
REPORT 2021

19 years ago I gave my first annual report at the  
At Home – my first At Home. And now 19 years later 
I give my last report as the Executive Director.  
I gave 15 of these as Principal and 4 of them as 
Executive Director when we changed the school 
structure in 2018.

I have served under 5 Board chairpersons and there are only 
4 members of staff still in the school who were here when I 
came - Mah Busie Mdladla, Mr Ukelo Alimange, Mrs Nonhlanhla 
Nkabinde and Sis Nosipho Ncala from Housekeeping. I moved 
my office every few years – I have occupied at least 5 offices 
and after a while each December the property supervisor would 
come in and ask where we were moving to this year!

There are 2 things I want you matrics to think about.

1. There are a few of you who are 19 but most of you are 18. 
That means when I gave my first report at this school you 
were not even born, let alone completing your schooling. 
That means I have been here a really long time.

2. Most members who come to this school are here for 5 years 
– so we think of each class in terms of such a block of  
5 years. My final year as principal in 2017 you matrics were 
in Gr 8. You have then seen me extract myself from the day 
to day running of the school and are now seeing me in my 
final year as Executive Director. So your group is the last 
group who had me as a principal – it seems fitting that we 
are finishing together.

I am sharing the Annual report with the Principal this year and I am 
going to speak very briefly on the Finance and Funders and the 
Plant of the school and then offer a few reflections. Ms Ndlovu will 
do the balance of the Annual Report.

Finance

We try very hard to retain our fees at an affordable level for 
a boarding school where we ask parents for nothing more 
than that the fees be paid. We do not do fundraising from our 
parents for anything extra. Textbooks, excursions, events, extra-
curricular activities are all contained within our fees.

Our very small team under the fine management of bursar  
Mrs Simone Miller does an outstanding job with our limited 
budget. As in most organisations the bulk of our spend is on 
salaries, maintenance and food. We thank our parents and 
student sponsors who faithfully pay their fees on time and allow 
our school to operate like a well-oiled machine. We know this 
COVID period has hit families really hard and so we have such a 
small annual increment going into next year as we do not want 
to lose any families because they cannot afford a fee hike.

Our only means of undertaking any capital projects or any 
extras in the school is through the generosity of those who 
support the school.

1.  ISAA – our Inanda Seminary Alumnae Association – they 
have helped with Gr 12 fees and have helped with our big 
capital project of the year which I will talk about shortly.

2. Our individual donors who quietly support us with regular 
donations – Advocate Thandi Orleyn, Rev Susan in US are  
2 such regular donors.

3.  Different Trusts who help with extra items – largely fees– 
• Dordet Trust – Rodger and Diane Stewart, 
• Adams
• Greenacre
• Fulton
• ISOGA
• Rainbow
• Molly Reynolds

4. Those who contribute to our Community - majority teacher 
development through our Khanyisa organisation.
• Ayavuna Trust
• Cotton On Foundation
• FEM (Federated Employers Mutual Assurance)
• GTI (Global teachers Institute)
• Grindrod Family Centenary Trust
• MSDF (Michael and Susan Dell Foundation)
• The Zenex Foundation 

Property 

The plant and property of our school is part of our legacy 
and that which has been left to us. I would like to pay tribute 
to our property team - this team who continue to take care of 
and have such pride in the property and plant and buildings of 
this school – our hardware.

2 major building events took place this year.

The first was the dreadful fire of May 2021 which saw our chapel 
and chapel hall go up in flames. Our principal will talk a little about 
this, but I would like to pay tribute to her as she handled the 
situation admirably. She kept her head the whole period and was 
able to see everyone safely through it. It will be rebuilt and we are 
going through all the necessary assessor and insurance claims 
and I hope this time next year you will be back in the chapel.

The second was the building of the ISAA Multi-Purpose 
Centre. I would like to pay tribute to our alumnae under former 
chairperson Mandisa Zungu who set about raising this money 
hoping to open this centre for our 150th birthday. We did not 
have enough money to build it then but the alumnae still raised  
R 360 000. I would like to thank the Alumnae under Dr Siphokazi 
Koyana who agreed to give us this money as seed money 
to build a smaller multi-purpose centre. This was opened on 
Thursday and we are sitting in it today. It is magnificent and you 
the matrics of 2021 will be the first to use this as an examination 
centre. We pray that the beautiful vista and ambiance of the 

ISAA Centre will help you to have good 
recall and application as you begin your 
exams next week.

I have spent many months writing in my 
notebooks things I wanted to say in my last 
address to the Inanda Seminary School 
Community. I love that today is so personal 
that due to COVID we have no guests –  
it is just family here. Staff and students and 
the only guest is my husband who is well 
known here after 19 years.

A few weeks ago a former teacher 
of Inanda Seminary described her 
experience of me at the school. She said 
the first time she saw me when she came 
for an interview I was in a green flowing 
dress and she heard students calling 
me Mah and she saw students around 
me and joy and compassion flowing. 
She then described another time she 
saw me after she joined the staff when 
I was wearing a tailored trouser suit – 
almost military – and I was formal and 
regimented and directing operations. And 
she reflected for me the 2 different faces 
that I presented. It was so interesting to 
hear all she said and it made me realise 
again how you affect people and how 
you influence them. It is said that even 
the most isolated individual will influence 
10 000 other people during their lifetime 
so we must all realise how important our 
role is in the world. What kind of people 
we are called to be – how much influence 
we have over others.

So I realise how important my final 
address to our school community is - 
perhaps a last formal chance to add 
value to your lives.

I am going to begin with my personal 
thanks – I cannot mention everyone as 
there have been so many people who 
have influenced me on my journey here 
so forgive me for a few highlights.

I thank those in my job interview who 
appointed me here – Esther Sangweni, 
Doris Gogela, Rev Robin Thompson, 
Sappi who began by paying much of my 
salary;
I thank those on the board 
who journeyed with me – all the 
board members and the 5 different 
chairpersons I served under - but special 
mention to board members Bongi Dlomo 
and Flo Madlala who walked me down 
many winding roads;
I thank those on the Trust – Advocate 
Thandi Orleyn and Mr Allan Wentzel 
(also on Finance Committee) – Thandi 
has been a great but very firm sounding 
board. But I could not have done this 
job for 19 years without Mr Wentzel – he 

has been a kind, loving and honourable 
mentor and friend;
I thank the amazing staff past and 
present – special mention of MahBusi 
Mdladla, Rev Susan Valiquette, Mah 
Thembi Ndlovu, Mah Sue Frederick, the 
late Mr Bongani Buthelezi and the late 
Bab Zondi, the drivers esp Bab Ngcobo 
and Boet Thami Masinga– I will leave Sis 
Erica and Sis Thandi to later;
I thank the educators and colleagues 
who taught and encouraged me – 
David Rossouw and John Gilmour who 
I started the South African Extraordinary 
Schools Coalition with– and the people 
we met there –and then from beginning 
to end – my class mate in grade 1 to a 
colleague on the staff here at the end – 
Mrs Barbara Stoner. What an education 
journey with a great friend;
I thank my precious friends – 
especially Rose Stephenson and Flick 
Holmes who have made Inanda Seminary 
their school as they befriended and loved 
me – as has our Home Group who have 
prayed so much for so many different 
things here;
I thank my family – my daughter Jane 
was in matric the year I started here – 
such a hard year it was for her, my mum 
who came to events here until she died, 
my gran who taught here in 1938 and 
1939, my darling husband who allowed 
me to blossom and grow in this place 
never stopping me from anything I did 
or needed to do but only helping and 
encouraging me.

It has been the greatest privilege in 
my life to be a daughter, a sister, a 
wife, a mum, a gran and a teacher.

A teacher is like a river – it reaches 
places that its source never knows. You 
never know the 10 000 you influence.
But more than that I am so grateful to 
be a child of God. I believe our created 
purpose is to love and know and serve 
God.

There is a beautiful prayer by Richard 
Chichester - Lord may I know you more 
clearly and love you more dearly and follow 
you more nearly all the days of my life.  
And we work this out throughout our lives.

As you all know, my source of wisdom 
comes from God. And the most normal 
way he speaks to you and me is through 
his Word. So reading the bible is critical 
if you want to hear him speak to you. 
Especially about your character – proverbs 
is a book FULL of advice on what to do, 
what not to do, who to associate with, 
who not to associate with. How we are 
to behave and what God deplores. It is all 

there. And if you read Proverbs out of The 
Message version you will feel like you are 
reading the most amazing novel. Some 
are SO funny. 

We read in the bible how the people 
of God were given special blessings 
and called to be an example to the 
world. People are attracted by a good 
reputation and as people are attracted to 
you and our school through its reputation 
and your example, so they may come 
to know the Lord. Leaders, and you are 
all leaders, must lead by example. God 
wants us to display his glory.

We don’t want people to say WOW what 
a great person you are – or what a great 
school Inanda Seminary is, but WOW 
what a great God you serve. There are 
examples of his greatness every day – we 
just need the eyes to see. As I said on 
Thursday when we opened this building 
our new ISAA Centre – we saw a building 
go down this year and we have seen one 
go up this year. What a blessing – what a 
great God we serve.

SO….. what about our motto - SHINE 
where you Are! Why? Because you 
have been to Inanda Seminary?

No, because at Inanda Seminary you are 
reminded over and over in a multiplicity 
of ways that the Lord has blessed you, 
that he loves you, that his glory shines 
on you. In Isaiah 60 vs 1 and 2 it reads: 
Let your light shine for all to see – for 
the glory of the Lord rises to shine on 
you. Darkness as black as night covers 
all the nations of the earth, but the glory 
of the Lord rises and appears over you. 

That is why we shine.
That is how we shine.
He is shining on us.

In my daily devotional there were tips 
for God’s messengers – a few are 

1. Stay close to God
2. Give thanks in all circumstances
3. Pray
4. Do not judge
5. Forgive others
6. Guard your heart
7. Obey God’s word
 And……drum roll – what is my last 

one that you all quote to me when I 
ask?

8. Finish strong

SO may the Lord bless you and keep 
you. May he make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. May he turn 
his face to you and give you peace.

Shine members. Shine 



Inanda Seminary is known for its Christian ethos and academic 

excellence. You have been able to combine these two aspects 

together and in so doing, Inanda Seminary has been able to 

attract students from across the country. 

On the 28th of January 2015 you conducted a morning 

devotion. The theme for the term was “Looking Deeper into the 

Campus”. Your main focus was on two things : Soil and Roots.

To give your devotion a layout you first explained to us the 

characteristics of good soil or quality soil. You said..

1. Good soil would able to yield good plants.

2. The plant’s roots would grow deep and allows it to absorb 

water for nourishment.

3. The plant would be able to stand strong.

4. It would be able to withstand natural elements like winds 

and floods.

5. The plant would be able to produce good fruit. 

So now as people of God and as we call ourselves Christians, 

How Do We Develop Deep Roots with God.

You read the scripture from JEREMIAH 17 verse 7-8: “Blessed 

is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord. 

For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads 

out its roots by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; 

but its leaf will be green, and will not be anxious in the year of 

drought, nor will cease from yielding fruit.”

You finally asked us to be rooted in God by reading through 

scriptures ie, His Word. And you gave this quote: “The nation 

that destroys its soil destroys itself” Mark Fitzsimons

Your guidance and encouragement have helped me and so 

many other colleagues thrive in a very competitive environment, 

and we’ve been so fortunate to have your expertise to rely on. 

When we floundered, you taught us to bounce back. When we 

bounced back, you celebrated with us. 

Here is a special song for you today

If I walk in the pathway of duty
If I work til the close of the day, Lord
I shall see the great king in all his beauty
When I’ve gone the last mile of the way, Lord, yes sir

When I’ve gone the last mile of the way, oh yeah
I shall rest at the close of day
For I know there are joys awaiting
When I’ve gone the last mile of the way

You’ll be missed, but I know your retirement is the right thing at 

this time. May the next phase of your life bring you all that you 

seek and more, more, more.

I thank you.

Nonhlanhla Nkabinde

The Academic Staff function  

to bid farewell to Mah Tate
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Oh Judy, what a journey! Where does one begin? I remember 
the first time you arrived at our school in 2002. The bounce 
and the energy we saw in you then is still the same even now. 
You came just after our school had closed down in 1997 and it 
reopened again with us as the alumnae running it. We did not 
have a permanent principal then. We prayed to God to give us 
a leader like you. As our Inanda song goes, our Father hears us 
when we pray. He heard us and in the end you took us. Like a 
phoenix, you raised Inanda from the ashes. 

You have brought in so many successful projects for our 
school. There are too many to count. Many buildings were 
erected in your tenure, the latest being the crown of them all, 
the ISAA block from o’member. You have brought in so many 
organizations and partnerships to make our school run like a 
well-oiled machine. All these have made Inanda what it is today.

Your engagement with the girls has always been so close with 
you knowing each and every one of them by their names. I still 
have a picture of you in my mind, I don’t remember whether it 
was during a school birthday or one of our At Homes, of you 
sitting in the Chapel on the top step playing a guitar singing with 
the girls. You were not a head to them but you were a mother. 
You loved them and treated them as your own. You made an 
indelible image in all. Thank you so much for this.

We all have so many wonderful memories of you, the latest 
being the celebration of our 150th school birthday and you 
unearthing the time capsule. Some of us never even knew of its 
existence. Another that comes to mind is the celebration of your 
10th year at Inanda in 2012 with our planting of 10 proteas, your 
favorite flower, as a way to celebrate each year as one of our 
highlights to recognize your service and dedication. I hope these 
proteas are still thriving! We should plant another nine proteas 
this year to celebrate your 19 years at Inanda Seminary.  
Imagine that!

Your tenure did not come without challenges. The tumultuous 
period of the strike at our school and the latest being the burning 
down of our Chapel and Chapel Hall. But you always bounce 
back and rise against all odds with more vigour and tenacity. 

How does one begin when faced with such a moment which 
we have always avoided and never wanted to come? You have 
always mentioned it to us in passing that you will one day be 
leaving as head of our school. We have always pushed that 
thought way back in our minds and did not want to accept the 

inevitable. And here we are. The inevitable is now a reality to 
all of us. The Inanda you found in ashes in 2002, that you have 
handed back to us today, is one that competes with the best of 
the best in our country. This is beyond what we dreamed of. You 
are leaving a legacy that will be difficult to match. 

I have always said this to you: there is only one Judy; if we could 
only clone you then we would have been able to achieve your 
dream. But you’re not leaving a void. You have always been a 
pillar of strength to all the staff members and management.  
All have gained immensely from you and I’m sure you’re leaving 
it in good hands. 

It is with such heavy hearts and sadness that as the Inanda 
Seminary family, the school, the board, the alumnae and friends 
of the school, we let you go. We’re all eternally grateful to you for 
making so many sacrifices to keep our school on top. No words 
can describe the contribution you have made. We are grateful to 
your family for sharing you with us and I’m sure they’re looking 
forward to having you to themselves finally. You have always 
mentioned that you will always be in touch with our school and 
we are holding you to that. It is your home too. We look forward 
to many engagements with you. Although you are retiring as 
head of our school, I am sure you have many projects that you 
have lined up. We look forward to also being beneficiaries of 
those projects.

With these few words, Judy, may you prosper and may God be 
with you and bless you always in your life. I’m sure you will be 
living it to the fullest as you have always done.

Mrs Gugu Khumalo 

Mah Tate Farewell 
FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF 
THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Greetings Inanda Seminary family. Greetings to Thembi Ndlovu our 
principal. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to say a word or two 
to Judy.
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FAREWELL MRS TATE ON BEHALF OF 
THE TEACHING STAFF

I knew that this day would come and I knew that I 
would be asked to speak on behalf of the Academic 
Staff. So I was not surprised when I was randomly 
asked to honour this event.

As a leader, you have impacted us in different ways. You have 
instilled growth in us in different ways: Some vertically and some 
horizontally. The bottom line is, you have been instrumental in 
the growth of all those around you.
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People and Memories 
FROM MRS TATE’S YEARS AT INANDA



TRIBUTE BY REV SUSAN 
VALIQUETTE, FORMER 
CHAPLAIN

Judy Tate, thank you for being 
a colleague, spiritual guide, 
counselor, teacher, boss, mentor, 
and friend to me and so many. It 
is a privilege to give tribute to you 
as you retire. 
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about these things.  
9 Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, and the God of peace will be with 
you. Philippians 4:8-9

The scripture reading, one of your 
favourites, reminds us to keep going and 
to focus on what’s positive. The scripture 
reading also speaks of your character 
as there is much that is good and 
commendable about you. 

In 2002 the journey began. You visited at 
the end of the previous year in a flowered 
dress and a sun hat, seemingly straight 
from church, onto the campus of Inanda 
Seminary. It was clear from the beginning 
that you were not seeking employment, 
a job or position, but you had been 
found and had clearly been called by 
God to serve as the then Principal of 
Inanda Seminary. From that time onward, 
the location of your office moved from 
place to place, from building to building. 
Sometimes you gave up the larger office 
to make room for a new employee. 
You always operated from a place of 
practicality, not position or power.

When I remember you, I think about you 
as being a team player. Inanda Seminary 
was never about you. You helped us 

all to understand that it took each and 
every person working together for Inanda 
Seminary to work effectively. 

When I remember you, I think about 
developer. Your vision was clear: develop 
children, develop teachers, develop 
support staff, develop Inanda Seminary. 
You believe in and equip each person 
in your path to grow and develop. 
Every year, the bar is raised and we are 
challenged to grow again. There was 
never competition or comparison; you 
were clear that we were each challenging 
ourselves. 

When I remember you, I think of 
collaborator. You have brought people 
together and brought like-minded 
schools together. You brought teachers 
together and staff together for a common 
purpose. Collaborating with the South 
African Extraordinary Schools Coalition 
has made all the participating schools 
better schools and equipped with best 
practices. 

When I remember you, I think about 
humility. You never wanted any farewell 
or any words spoken about you because 
you believe so much that it’s about 
everybody working together. You treated 
each and every person as an equal and a 
part of the whole team. Whether a person 
is the one making the tea or cutting the 
grass or teaching children, everybody has 
a role to play and to offer their best skills 
and be their best selves. 

When I remember you, I think of 
accomplishments. There is a very long list 
of new programs and new buildings. The 
entire campus is completely different from 
when you arrived: the most recent Multi-
purpose Center, Ayavuna blocks one 
and two, the swimming pool and change 
rooms, the student center renovations 
and expansion, Phelps Hall, the Victor 
Daitz dormitory, Edwards Hall, the Victor 
Daitz science labs, the generator, our 
own water source. Inanda Seminary 
wouldn’t be able to operate without water 
and electricity. The Khanyisa Community 
Center, the shelter for visitors, the school 
clinic, the remembrance garden, the 
sports fields so students can develop 
well-rounded: physically, spiritually, 
intellectually, and socially/emotionally. The 
addition of staff housing in the area where 
the workshop was, irrigation from the 
dam, the netball courts, the fire escapes 
for the Industrial Building and Phelps Hall. 

When I remember you, I think about 
your vision for educating the country. 

Education is about equipping teachers 
with the skills of best practice and 
providing the opportunity for all children 
to have quality education. Your legacy of 
education extends far beyond the walls of 
Inanda Seminary. The two programs that 
stand out as significant contributions to 
education in the country are the Inanda 
Seminary internship program and the 
Khanyisa Inanda Community Project. 

When you arrived, Inanda Seminary 
was on unstable ground. You have left a 
legacy for future generations to continue 
to build upon. Even if no one knows that 
it was you who began the good work, 
your leadership will be evident for many 
years to come. Inanda Seminary rests in 
the strong and capable hands of its new 
leaders. We give thanks for the leaders 
who are here now and the ones yet to 
come to continue to build upon this 
school’s legacy. Inanda Seminary was the 
dream of the wives of the missionaries 
and continues to be an important part of 
the education system of South Africa. 

Judy Tate, you have been an amazing 
leader and gift to Inanda Seminary.  
This has been your season during the 
long history of the school, and you have 
played your part faithfully. Through your 
gifts of developer and collaborator with 
humility, by your accomplishments and 
passion for education, Inanda Seminary 
has a solid foundation. To honor Judy 
Tate’s service to Inanda Seminary, as 
scripture says, “Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me.”

Judy Tate, during these 19 years, you 
have been faithful to Inanda Seminary 
and God has been faithful to you.  
There have been many difficult days as 
the leader of Inanda Seminary, but they 
never stopped you from being faithful to 
God’s calling upon your life. God didn’t 
promise you that it would be easy; God 
promised to always be with you. God 
kept that promise and you honored your 
calling to Inanda Seminary. Well done 
good and faithful servant. You lived your 
own motto and ‘finished strong.’

May God be with you in your retirement 
from Inanda Seminary but not retired 
from the kind of work that God has called 
you to do in your life. God be with you, 
God go before you, and God be your  
rear guard.

Reverend Susan M Valiquette
Chaplain (2000-2017)

BACKGROUND

The redbrick chapel at the west end of the Seminary was 
named as a befitting memorial to one of the school’s most loved 
leaders, Dr Lavinia Scott. American-born Dr Lavinia Scott set 
sail for South Africa in 1932, to begin a missionary journey that 
would span 42 years. She learned isiZulu at Adams Mission 
and taught there for three years before transferring to Inanda 
Seminary in August 1936 as a teacher, thereafter becoming 
head of the school in 1939. She retired in 1969, the longest-
serving principal to date. She left an unmatched legacy at the 
Seminary - a wise compassionate visionary who knew the name 
of every student, who inspired those who walked with her and 
who established Inanda Seminary as a much-admired renowned 
education institution in Southern Africa.

Collecting to build the chapel started in 1943, with a donation of 
£2 from the District Inspector of Native Schools. From then it was 
a never-ending process, and over the next 10 years £18 000 was 
donated by more than 5000 people and organisations.

The foundation stone was laid on 9 May 1953. It was opened 
by Minnie Carter and dedicated by the Rev A F Christofersen on 
30 October 1954. The main part of the Chapel seats more than 
300, and a transept seats a further 50. On the opposite side 
of the transept, large folding doors open to a hall that can seat 
up to 300 people. Woodwork students at the Ohlange Institute 
nearby made fittings for a prayer room, and students at Adams 
College made the chancel furniture. The splendid stained-glass 
chancel window was a gift from the First Congregational Church 
of Oak Park, Illinois. 

2020-2021

Up until lockdown in 2020, the Chapel was in daily use for 
morning devotions and school assemblies. The adjoining hall 
was used as an examination venue and for extramural and 
extracurricular activities. In the second half of 2020, both the 
chapel and hall were used as boarding accommodation as 

COVID regulations governed the distance permitted between 
beds in the hostels. In order to accommodate these regulations, 
extra halls were required to be used and the chapel and chapel 
hall space had ablutions added in order to offer necessary 
space. The chapel had recently been returned, although only 
for one grade at a time, to its original purpose as a place for 
worship and school assemblies.

The Chapel  
THEN AND NOW

Tragically our chapel and chapel hall were gutted by a fire. No children 
or staff were injured. The fire, which broke out at 07:17 on 27 May 
2021, was contained, only affecting the Seminary’s chapel and chapel 
hall which are on the periphery of the school’s property. The bricks and 
structure of these buildings remain completely intact, but the wooden 
rafters, beams, roof and furniture were entirely destroyed.

Chief Albert Luthuli and Dr Lavinia Scott.

Dr Lavinia Scott addressing students and staff in the chapel. President Nelson Mandela with Linda Zama, the old girl who approached 
Madiba to support the restoration of Inanda Seminary.

42 / Inanda Seminary Inanda Seminary / 43



The Chapel 
FIRE AND MEMORIES

Sports 
2020

The year 2020 was a challenging year for the sports department. We managed to be 
resilient through the challenges and completed the year successfully with the collaboration 
of the teachers and the members. On 24 February 2020, we hosted our inter-school 
swimming gala. We were visited by Brettenwood High School, Queensburgh Girls’ High 
School and Ridge Park High School at the Manto Tshabalala-Msimang pool.  
It was a great experience to meet other schools and build lifelong relationships. 

While contact sports were not allowed, we focused on activities to build fitness, such as 
aerobics and yoga.

2021

On 14 May 2021, we began our Inter-house Fortnight 
programme. It was a 2 week programme filled with most of 
the sports we had been missing. It was pleasing to observe 
the members’ excitement and will to keep the spirit alive, the 
programme included IInter-house: Courtball, Soccer, Netball, 
Basketball, Hockey, Dance, Quiz, Choir, Debate rounds 1 and 

2, and Forum Discussion. Unfortunately, because of COVID 
restrictions, we could not complete the programme, so there 
was no cross-country or inter-house athletics.

In term 4 we recognised and acknowledged grade 12 students 
who have contributed to Inanda Sports by raising the name of 
the school at district, provincial and National platforms in their 
years at Inanda.

Name Surname Award

Akello Khoza District Representative Pinetown Indigenious Games

Kgotatso Putu District Representative Pinetown Indigenious Games

Mbalizethu Mlambo District Representative Pinetown Indigenious Games

Samkelwa Malunga District Representative Pinetown Indigenious Games

Nothile Chutshelwa District Representative Pinetown Indigenious Games

Akhona Zulu District Representative Pinetown Indigenious Games

Amahle Kheswa District Representative Pinetown Chess

Chidimma Onyebhuchi District Representative Pinetown Netball

Lungile Machi Special
Represented District Team Indigenous Games and Touch 
Rugby RSA colours

Amahle Ngubane Special Most Valuable

LUNGILE MACHI - TOUCH RUGBY STAR

Before lockdown, Lungile Machi played for the KZN U21A team in Cape 
Town where she scored 10 tries in 6 games and got one MVP  
(Most Valuable Player) award. Her performances earned her a selection 
to be included in the SA Touch High Performance Squad.
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Interschool 
GALA

Interhouse 
COMPETITION
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Matric Dance 
2020
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Matric Dance 
2021
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Despite the many challenges raised by COVID, our Arts and Culture 
programme went ahead undaunted.

2020
• In Term 1 of 2020, Grade 8s had steel drum lessons.
• Heritage Day was celebrated. Each group’s performance was filmed. These were 

compiled into a final video which was played to all classes on Heritage Day. 
• Grade 12s made a Jersalema video.

Arts and Culture
The Heritage 
Day can be 

viewed on the 
below QR code: 

The Jersalema 
video can be 
viewed on the 

below QR code: 

HERITAGE DAY 2020

2021

• In Term 1 of 2021, Grade 8 and 9 
had dance classes with an external 
coach, Njabulo Zulu. Dance was 
also offered as an afternoon activity. 

• In Term 2, John Roff joined us and 
he ran weekly classes with all grade 
8s and 9s. John is a musician, poet 
and environmental educator. He 
introduced the girls to a variety of 
musical instruments, and then led 
them in creating their own using 
upcycled trash. This happened 
in parallel with the term 2 Global 
Studies project. Whilst with us,  
he also ran some poetry lessons in 
the English dept, and Life Sciences 
lessons in which he explored the 
campus with the students.

• The inter-house competition got off 
to a good start in term 2 with dance 
and choir being a major component.

• In Term 3, 8s and 9s had steel drum 
lessons. Initially, these took place 
on the netball courts, then under 
the trees behind the dining hall, and 
finally in the dining hall itself.  
Each class ended the term making a 
video of a favourite song.

• Term 3 also saw groups in 
each class choreographing and 
performing a dance piece as part of 
the PE programme.

• A highlight of the term was Heritage 
Day. Many dance groups performed, 
both traditional dances and some 
others. It was a memorable day 
thanks to the colourful and creative 
outfits of performers and the 
appreciative audience.

Luyanda Ngcobo, Grade 8
The music bowls made me feel peaceful and calm. The sounds made me 

think of all the rage filled times in my life and took me to a place I’ve been 

avoiding - they really touched my soul. The Kudu horn made me think of 

my African roots, where I’m from. It really took me home. The relationship 

between a person and their music is important. It can become an 

unbreakable bond. It is like the tongue and saliva, two peas in a pod.

Unathi Mbele, Grade 8
Music makes me think of my happiest memories. It makes me think of every joke, every smile, every dream, every tear and every part of my life. Music is a very important part of my culture so it also makes me think of all the fun things we do in my culture.

Asithandile Butuma, Grade 8

The sound of the music made me feel 

peace within myself and I was one 

with my body and mind. My emotions 

were very high because the sound of 

the musical instruments touched my 

heart deep down. This made me feel 

emotional and wanting to cry.

SLINDILE MZOBE: WORLD 
MONOLOGUE GAMES 
ACHIEVEMENT
Our 2021 SRC chairperson, Slindile 
Mzobe, has made us proud, both on and 
off campus.

Not only has she performed her duty with 
passion and pride, but she has also done 
very well on stage. She competed in 
the International ARTS Talent Showcase 
where her performance was well 
received. She was also a finalist in the 
World Monologue Games, achieving the 
runner up position.

Salizwa Makiza, Grade 9
I like dance. It’s definitely a nice 
creative outlet and it’s a great way 
for us to express ourselves in a 
different form of art. It’s been quite 
an adventure for someone who 
can’t dance, but it’s been good 
to learn some dance moves and 
explore a new way to express myself 
creatively.

SOME STUDENT IMPRESSIONS

Spesihle Dlamini, Grade 8

The sounds made me feel 

very emotional, excited, calm 

and relaxed. It made me 

realise things that I have done 

and what to do to change 

that. I feel surrounded by 

music and it makes my life 

easier. 

The International 
ARTS Talent 
Showcase can 
be viewed on the 
following QR code:

The World Monologue 
Games performance 
can be viewed on the 
following QR code:
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G10 
PE DANCE

G12 
PE DANCE

Heritage Day 
2021
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Grade 8 & 9 Music 
JOHN ROFF AND STEEL DRUMS
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This worthy cause has been a longstanding 
Seminary project and our members are always 
keen to contribute to the SANBS campaign. For 
safety reasons most of our blood clinics in the 2020 
year were cancelled following Covid-19 protocols. 
However, we managed to donate 88 pints of blood 
during the past two years. 

Social Development 
BLOOD DONATIONS 2020 AND 2021

Mandela Day 
2020

As part of celebrating Mandela 
Day, members created Thank You 
cards expressing their gratitude to 
the many people in the school who 
have a positive impact on their lives.
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P. Dunn Teaching.

N. Jobe Teaching.

S. Gumede Teaching.
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Interns

BONGIWE GABUZA

When I joined Inanda Seminary as a student in grade 9,  
I was exposed to teacher interns in our classrooms who were 
learning and developing their professional skills with us and their 
mentors. The school made it a point that the culture of having 
teacher interns in our classrooms was important for the growth 
of these young professionals who wanted to be educators and 
to accomplish the school’s mission of contributing highly skilled 
teachers to the nation. I admired these young teachers because 
they were open to growth and honest about their learning 
experiences as well as being full time students studying through 
Unisa and being in our classroom every day. When I matriculated 
in 2015 I had no doubt that I too wanted to be a teacher and 
transform young minds like I had seen during my school years.  
My heartfelt thanks to Grindrod for making this dream come true.

When I joined the programme I realized that there was a lot more 
to teaching and being a teacher than I had imagined - lesson 
plans, classroom management, marking, data analysis, remedial 
teaching and the list goes on. The KICP programme guided me 
through all of this step by step and I now know the kind of teacher 
I want to be and need to be for my students. The “culture of error” 
philosophy of the programme allowed me as a teacher intern 
to be able to try new ideas without the fear of failing and it is an 
attitude I will carry to my classroom.

I also had many experiences outside the classroom while in the 
KICP programme. I had the opportunity to attend many South 
African Extraordinary Schools Coalition (SAESC) meetings which 
were spaces that advanced my personal and professional growth 
and challenged me to be a transformative teacher in the South 
African context. The Global Teachers Institute (GTI) Summits 
which I attended over the last four years of the programme also 
provided a space for my development as a teacher. In addition, 
being a swimming coach at the Seminary enabled me to to qualify 
as a Swim South Africa-Learn to Swim instructor.

I am truly grateful to Grindrod and the KICP programme for a 
“hands-on” experience learning to be a teacher. There have 
been many challenges but with the help of my experienced and 
generous mentors and the KICP progamme managers I was able 
to navigate them successfully. I am confident that I will be leaving 
this programme with a world of experience and ready to shape 
our young minds in our classrooms of the future.

THABISILE MADELA

The Inanda internship programme has not only afforded me the 
opportunity to enrol and complete my degree, it has introduced 
me to the required 21st century skills and digital fluency required 
of teachers in this day and age. During the times of Covid-19, 
my exposure to the use of online teaching and learning platforms 
such as Google Classroom have increased my range of skills and 
I know that I will enter the teaching world enriched.

Spending a part of my teaching training in the classroom has 
enabled me to develop professionally and develop a sense 
of workplace culture that I aspire to work in. I have learnt to 
communicate professionally with my students and colleagues 
using the skills that I have acquired in my time on the Seminary’s 
programme. The professional development sessions we attended 
every Friday and the quarterly Summits over the year helped 
shape my thinking around what it means to be a professional in a 
school. I also enjoyed engaging with fellow interns across schools 
and sharing our experience of teaching and learning practices.

I gained a range of skills teaching Life Orientation and I now 
understand the critical role of SEL (socio-emotional learning) in 
the Life-Orientation curriculum. I have learnt about the importance 
of developing student voice outside the classroom environment 
and also tapped into the development of students’ character 
development, communication skills as well as being open to 
holding conversations on topics that matter to them and the world 
around. I have also been able to facilitate conversations in our 
academic support sessions on Fridays when we are called on to 
reflect on our classroom experiences.

I am immensely grateful to Grindrod that has not only provided 
for my tuition and resident fees, but it also afforded me the 
opportunity to be based in a school that values collaboration, 
mentorship and student-centred approaches to education. The 
KICP programme has enhanced my ability to plan my personal 
development and map a route to my career goals. 

The KICP programme together with my experiences in the 
classrooms of the Seminary under the supervision of a calibre of 
mentors who have guided me and shaped me into the kind of 
teacher that I wanted to be is a pure gift. Thank you. Grindrod.

NOLWAZI MKHIZE

My years at the Seminary in the KICP internship programme 
were an amazing four years of my life. When I first joined the 
KICP programme back in 2018 I had no clue on how this journey 
would end. My host school welcomed me with open arms and 
each day came with new surprises and lots of learning. I was 
blessed with a team of supportive mentors and programme 
managers in the Seminary and the KICP programme. 

One of my most significant learnings on the programme 
was that I was solely responsible for my own personal and 
professional development as a teacher. The innumerable 
professional development opportunities offered to me at the 
school and KICP level and workshops facilitated by the South 
African Extraordinary Schools Coalition (SAESC) and the Global 
Teachers Institute (GTI) have shaped my philosophy of teaching 
and learning.

My knowledge base and my skill levels as a teacher in the 
making grew exponentially over the four years - this year I was 
responsible for teaching a grade 8 English class and a grade 
9 Life Orientation class. I believe that I have mastered the art 
and science of lesson design and delivery and I attribute this 
to the focus of the KICP programme on teaching and learning 
strategies. This is the reason why I can stand in front of a class 
with confidence and pride. In this regard, I am grateful for the 
feedback of my project manager on my lessons - his feedback 
following his observations of my lessons played a big role in 
developing my teaching style.

My accomplishments during my four years at Inanda Seminary 
were as follows: I joined the Public Speaking club, engaged 
in Debate training and I became an accredited adjudicator for 
Durban Coastal Debate League. I also qualified as a swimming 
coach and instructor through Swim SA.

After four years of intense but enjoyable preparation as a 
teacher, I know I am ready to work in schools in the new year 
as a qualified teacher. All of this would have not been possible 
without the financial assistance of Grindrod and I record my 
heartfelt gratitude to the Trust for investing in me.
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The 2020 leadership training programme held in mid-January 
was facilitated by Deliver led by Charles Marriot. Their two 
day programme targeted a critical need among members: the 
development of emotional intelligence as a way to grow confident, 
assertive, well-organised and purposeful youth leaders to activate 
in their communities and places of work. The experiential nature 
of their programme proved to be “disruptive” and our members 
were forced to get out of their comfort zones to develop a sense 
of agency - the ability to initiate responsible action on matters 
of concern to them. The training ended with a small group 
counselling/reflection session.

The 2021 leadership training programme was held at the end of 
the first term and it kicked off with a stimulating motivational talk 
by Gugu Khumalo. She shared her life experiences as a woman 
in multiple leadership roles in her community and in corporate 
contexts. Members were bowled over by her anecdotes and 
the Q&A session that followed was interesting and emotional for 
them This session was followed by members sharing ideas on 
how to reconceive the grade 12 leadership model in view of the 
limitation of activities in terms of the protocols of the COIVD-19 
pandemic. The two day programme ended with a series of 
team development activities followed by closing reflections by 
members. Reflections are an integral part of the fabric of our 
school and our Matrics did not disappoint us with their incredible 
insights at the end of each activity. Our leadership committees 
for 2021 were announced after the wonderful weekend.
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Matrics 
GRADE 12 LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 2020-2021

With a long history of impressive Alumnae at Inanda Seminary, we 
are committed to continuing with that legacy. Every Member in 
Matric is part of a committee which helps with the running of the 
school. In this way every student is exposed to leadership; learning 
lessons of responsibility and service.

MATRIC RESULTS: CLASS OF 2020

The class of 2020 achieved a 100% 
pass, with 89% bachelor passes. Overall 
there were 103 subject distinctions.

Subject Distinctions:

• 1 student with 7 distinctions: Nada 
Ncalane

• 1 student with 6 distinctions: 
Phumelele Dlamini 

• 2 students with 5 distinctions: 
Hlengiwe Thabethe and Simekahle 
Dhlomo 

• 2 students with 4 distinctions
• 6 students with 3 distinctions
• 17 students with 2 distinctions
• 20 students with 1 distinction

Thus 49 students achieved at least  
1 distinction.

Overall, there was an average of 1,51 
distinctions per student.

On average each student achieved 5,04 
subjects at C level or above.

MATRIC RESULTS: CLASS OF 2021

The class of 2021 achieved a 100% 
pass, with 91% bachelor passes. Overall 
there were 147 subject distinctions. 

Subject Distinctions:

• 2 students with 7 distinctions: Candice 
Buthelezi, and Noluthando Ngcobo

• 5 students with 5 distinctions: 
Nothile Chutshelwa, Zwakele 
Kubheka, Fisokuhle Pewa, Naleli 
Ramashamole, & Andiswa Thusi

• 8 students with 4 distinctions: 
Xoliswa Cele, Amahle Kheswa, Akello 
Khoza, Thandeka Mhlanga, Nomvelo 
Mthembu, Smile Ngcoya, Senamile 
November, and Kgotatso Putu

• 12 students with 3 distinctions
• 13 students with 2 distinctions
• 14 students with 1 distinction

Thus 54 students achieved at least  
1 distinction

Overall, there was an average of 2.23 
distinctions per student.

On average, each student achieved 5.24 
subjects at a level C or higher.

Matric Class of 2021 Celebrate 152 years of Inanda SeminaryMatric Class of 2020 Celebrate 151 years of Inanda Seminary

Matric 2020 Achievers Matric 2020 Certificates

MATRIC DEDICATION SERVICE 2020
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Matric Class of  
2020

Matric Class of  
2020
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Phumelele Dlamini Sanele Gumede Sanelisiwe Chamane Simekahle Dhlomo Simphiwe Mathe

Luyanda Nkosi Mawande Ntuli Muhle Dlamini Nada Ncalane Nokubongwa Dlamini

Noluthando Madondo Nolwandle Ntshingila Nomakha Thabethe Nomfundo Magwaza Nomfundo Radebe

Nompumelelo Sibisi Nonduduzo Khanyile Nonhle Dlamini Nonhlelo Doncabe Nonjabulo Mthiyane

Nqobile Mvulane Odwa Swana Olwethu Sibisi Palesa Zuma Philasande Zama

Lindelihle Linda Lungile Nhleko Luthando Cele Luyanda Cele Luyanda Mbatha

Alwande Buthelezi Amahle Khwela Amahle Luthuli Amanda Hlengwa Amanda Nqiwa

Andiswa Mazibuko Asanda Mkhwanazi Ayakhula Mthethwa Ayanda Mkhwanazi Ayanda Mkize

Ayanda Zibani Bayanda Gavu Buhlebuzile Mthethwa Emihle Mbangata Hlengiwe Thabethe

Khanya Sentile Kholeka Mthembu Kuhlekonke Dlamini Limpho Moloi Linda Msimango
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Matric Class of  
2020
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Simphiwe Nkabinde Siphokazi Chili Sithokozile Khuzwayo Sizakele Sithebe Slindokuhle Ntombela

Sthabile Mazibuko Talent Ndlovu Thandeka Bengu Thandeka Khumalo Thandolwethu Ngubane

Thandolwethu Zondi Thembisile Simelane Unam Mbili Unathi Buthelezi Yolanda Cain

Zamantombi Chauke Zandile Mashego Zenani Nsele

Committee Leaders 
2020

Academic Committee Evening Study Committee Sports Committee

Hostel Committee

Academic Committee

Student Affairs Management

Community and Care Committee

Enviro Committee

Public Relations Committee
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Matric Class of  
2021
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Matric Class of  
2021

Iviwe Mjekevu Kgotatso Putu Lindiwe Kubayi Londile Dlamini Lungile Machi

Akello Khoza Akhona Zulu Alwande Nxumalo Amahle Bhengu Amahle Kheswa

Amahle Ngubane Andiswa Thusi Anita Mokhesi Aphiwe Msabala Asandamanguni Gumede

Ayanda Mngadi Azande Shembe Azande Simelane Bongiwe Mbatha Buhle Vundla

Candice Buthelezi Chidimma Onyebuchi Cindy Luthuli Fisokuhle Pewa Gugelihle Mbambo

Luthando Hlongwane Luyanda Sibiya Masandiswe Langa Mbalizethu Mlambo Naleli Ramashamole

Nelisa Mhlongo Noluthando Ngcobo Nomalungelo Zulu Nomcebo Sokhela Nomonde Mkhithi

Nompumelelo Mbonambi Nomvelo Mthembu Nondumiso Mkhize Nonkanyezi Zweni Nothile Chutshelwa

Nqobile Masondo Ntando Muleya Owami Shangase Philile Ntombela Samkelwa Malunga

Senamile November Sibusisiwe Ntshangase Sinamile Makhanya Sindiswa Madlala Sintu Mvelase
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Matric Class of  
2021

Committee Leaders 
2021
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Chapel and Enviro Commiittee Dining Hall Commitee Health and Wellness Committee

Media Centre and IT Committee

Sports and Clubs Committee

Study

Hostel

Public Relations Committee

Student Affairs Management

MATRIC DEDICATION SERVICE HELD IN THE NEW ISAA BUILDING

Siphokazi Mathonsi Siyamthanda Buthelezi Slindile Mzobe Smile Ngcoya Sphesihle Mthembu

Sphumelele Ndlangisa Thakasa Cele Thalente Shabalala Thandeka Mhlanga Thandokuhle Ziqubu

Thandolwethu Mthethwa Thuto Nyathi Xoliswa Cele Zenande Kheswa Zizipho Saba

Zwakele Kubheka
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INANDA SEMINARY
An independent, girls’ secondary school situated in Inanda township near Durban

Shine Where You Are

INDUCTION OF MATRIC MONITORS 2021

AND WE’RE SIGNING OUT... 2021 MATRIC FINAL HOME GO
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